WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF

Public Instruction

Wisconsin State Council

of the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunities

for Military Children (MIC3)

Commissioner Shelley Joan Weiss 608.698.2409

Minutes

AUG 26 2025, 1:00 pm

1) Callto Order

2) Roll Call

a)

d)

Becky Walley, Andrea Donegan, Chad Holder, Mackenna Kading, Samuel
Russ, Steven Schroeder, Dr. Jill Underly, Elizabeth Pease, Kyle Olsen,
Shannon Reagan-Shaw, Tom McCarthy, Elizabeth Wilcox, Stephanie Hauser,
Stacy Eslick, Rebecca Bernau Boehlke, Shelley Joan Weiss.
Welcome to Mackenna Kading, Legislative Aide for Rep Sortwell; Kyle
Olsen, Legal Counsel for the WI DPI; Chad Holder, Deputy Garrison
Commander at Fort McCoy; LTC Holder, a former educator (HS principal,
football, basketball coach).

i)  LTC Holder expressed his appreciation to all for pushing the Purple

Star Schools initiative forward!

Thank you to Ben Jones, Susan Piazza, Lynn Sisco, Amanda Venske, and
Connie Lewis for their service on the Council. They have moved to new
positions.
Christine Anderson, Educator Development Section Lead, is providing
support for the Student Services Section at this time (the section military
children are served under); Bureau Director, Laura Roeker, will hopefully be
joining us in the future. Their schedules did not permit them to be with us
for the AUG 2025 meeting.
Thank you to Elizabeth Pease for coordinating the online meeting and for
taking minutes.
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3) Approval of the Agenda
a) Motion made by Steve Schroeder

b) Seconded
c) Approved

4) Approval of the FEB 2025 Minutes
a) Motion made by Shannon Shaw
b) Seconded
c) Approved

5) Welcome from Dr. Jill Underly, WI State Superintendent
a) Dr.Underly welcomed and thanked the commissioner and council for their
support of military students and families. She underscored the importance
of the Compact in addressing the unique needs and challenges of military
students. Dr. Underly closed with recognizing and thanking Commissioner
Weiss for her advocacy and work initiating the Purple Star Program in
Wisconsin that will be launched this fall.

6) Sharing the 2025-26 WI State Council Member Listing
a) Guests are welcome to join us for online meetings. Guests who desire to
share information should contact Shelley Joan Weiss two weeks prior to
meetings.

7) Sharing Resources
a) Please see the Information shared on the WI DPI Interstate Compact for the
Education of Military Children website and the Military Interstate
Children’s Compact Commission website.

8) Update on Commissioner Shelley Joan Weiss Activities
a) Allrequired documentation has been completed and submitted to MIC3.
b) The end of the year report has been completed and submitted to MICS3.
i)  Thank you Tom, for your support with the budgetary process.

c¢) Theinvoice for the annual payment to MIC3 has been forwarded to DPI.

d) Actively participated and contributed to all Committee meetings
throughout the year.

e) Responded to all inquiries. No complaints were filed.

f) Provided ongoing information to members of the WI State Council including
information about April, Month of the Military Child.
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g) Participated in the annual recognition of April, Month of the Military Child
celebration hosted by the Sparta and Tomah School Districts on 4/28/2025.
Thank you to both the Sparta and Tomah School Districts for their
organization and great support.

i)  Shelley thanked Dr. Underly for the surprise recognition during the
event.

h) Continued to work closely with the Purple Star School leaders, including
attending online webinars and conferences.

i) Continued to collaborate with DPI staff to develop the WI Purple Star
School program.

i)  Shelley thanked the folks at DPI who were involved in making this
program possible.

j) Invited to present at the National Purple Star Schools annual online
conference.

k) Shared that there is ongoing interest to include Wisconsin Schools in the
Purple Star Schools initiative.

[)  Will be attending the Annual Business Meeting of the Military Children's
Compact Commission in Indianapolis in October, 2025.

i)  Shelley shared that the meeting will be held at the HQ or the
National Federation of State High School Association. She shared
that this Association has been very supportive and involved and that
WI was one of the first - if not the first state to involve our state
athletic association, WIAA on the Council

ii)  Stephanie Hauser, Executive Director of WIAA shared that she was
on her way to a meeting at the national headquarters and that she
believes W1 was the first state to involve the state athletic
association. She also shared that the Executive Director of NFSH is
very supportive of the work of the Compact and our work in WI.

iii)  Shelley shared that she has worked primarily with Davis Whitfield,
Chief Operating Officer.

iv)  Thank you Stephanie for your strong support of our work and
ensuring that WIAA is involved.

9) Cases related to the Interstate Compact
a) There have been no cases related to the Interstate Compact.

10) Input from Members
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a) Shelley thanked the entire team for all that they have done to share
information about the compact. She believes that it is due to the combined
efforts of the team that a wider audience is aware of the compact.

b) Members are always invited to reach out to Shelley with good news, agenda
items, or questions.

11) Launch of the Purple Star Program announcement from Andrea Donegan, DPI

Liaison.

a) Description - The Purple Star School designation recognizes schools that
demonstrate a strong commitment to meeting the unique needs of
military-connected students and their families with intentional support and
programming to ensure educational access, opportunities, and connections.
Forty-eight states currently have programs in place or pending.

b) Requirements

i)
ii)
iii)
iv)
v)

Designate a School Liaison

Provide Staff Training

Host a Military Recognition Event

Offer Student Activities and Transition Support
Maintain a Dedicated Webpage

c) Schools who have earned the Purple Star Program designation will receive a
letter of acknowledgement, a certificate, a digital icon, and banner, and
announcements made through DPI's communication channels.

d) Council member Input

i)

ii)
iii)

iv)

Question asked on whether the focus of transitions will be primarily
school moves or also include deployment? That is going to be up to
local control since they know what their population needs. Shelley
will look into resources for training for ongoing deployments. Council
members are invited to share resources to include in the Program
Overview or on DPI’s Military Child webpage.

A resource was shared for consideration on “measuring military
dependents by zip code”

Military One Source resources will be shared with the Council by
Rebecca Bernau-Boehlke

The commissioner commented that she hoped this program will bring
attention to the work folks are doing to support military children and
will encourage more families to complete the military connected
children information on the enrollment and registration documents
within public school districts.
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v)  Council member, Shannon Shaw, commented that we should ensure
we have information on how to support the transitions children and
families experience with National Guard and Reserve members as
those transitions are ongoing throughout the year. The commissioner
will investigate and partner with Shannon who has outstanding
connections with military families.

12) Council member announcement
a) Rebecca Bernau Boehlke shared that she will be retiring and leaving the
Council. She will forward all the information to her replacement. She shared
that serving on the Council has been a pleasure.

13) Thank you to everyone for their contributions.

a) Shelley will continue to share updates via email between now and the
February 2026 meeting, including the Purple Star Program announcement
and information when it becomes available.

b) Shelley will send the dates for the FEB 2026 meeting as soon as it is
arranged so it is on the calendar.

14) Adjournment
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