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ITEM 1 — CALL TO ORDER
1. MIC3 Commissioner Peter Laing called the meeting to order at 9:36 AM MT.
ITEM 2 — ROLL CALL

2. Mr. Aaron Wonders, K-12 Education Policy Advisor, Office of Governor Katie Hobbs,
conducted a roll call. A quorum was established.

ITEM 3 - WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

3. Commissioner Laing welcomed the attendees to the meeting of the Arizona State Council.
Members introduced themselves.

ITEM 4 — TRAINING: INTERSTATE COMPACT ON EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY FOR MILITARY
CHILDREN

4. MIC3 Executive Director (ED) Cherise Imai provided an overview of the Interstate Compact on
Educational Opportunity for Military Children and the roles and responsibilities of a state council. MIC3
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Training and Operations Associate Lindsey Dablow presented a condensed Compact 101 Training that
explained what the MIC3 compact is and the provisions it allows for military-connected students.

ITEM 5 - SCHOOL LIAISON REPORT

5. Ms. Stacey Holland, Arizona State Lead and School Liaison Program Manager at Luke Air
Force Base, reported on the challenges that the School Liaisons faced while assisting with education
transitions during the year. She noted that two House bills passed during the 2024 legislative session
that would benefit military-connected students: HB2246 Purple Star School Designation; Requirement,
and HB2311 Schools; Enroliment Preference; Armed Forces. The School Liaisons were following
HB2608 Teacher Retention; Study; Report, to see how it would affect school districts in Arizona. MIC3
designated challenges included credit acceptance for online student transfers (Article V) and allowing
participation in extracurricular activities (Article VI). Other educational challenges included limited
statewide availability for learning disability testing, public school student enroliment decreases and
reductions in Impact Aid funding, teacher shortages and retention challenges (27% open positions),
and the Annual Business Meeting (ABM) that would be held in Indianapolis, Indiana, in October.

6. Ms. Kelli May Douglas, Southwest Regional Liaison, Defense-State Liaison Office (DSLO),
stated DSLO worked with state policymakers to complete ten annual priorities. Education-related
priorities for 2025 included implementing current Individualized Education Plans within 30 days of
transition and open enroliment accessibility. A 2026 policy initiative was tailored, state-specific
recommendations for improving partnerships based on the Clearinghouse for Military Readiness report
released by the Pennsylvania State University.

ITEM 6 — ARIZONA PURPLE STAR SCHOOLS PANEL PRESENTATION

7. Ms. Holland presented on the Arizona Purple Star Schools program, which began in 2024 and
had designated over 50 schools within the first year of applications, with another potential 50 schools in
the pipeline. The application process and developed communications resources were shared. Members
discussed ways to further increase communications and outreach efforts about the compact and Purple
Star Schools statewide, in particular for rural schools and schools located within tribal lands.

ITEM 7 — NEW BUSINESS

8. Scheduling of Upcoming Meetings — Commissioner Laing reported that the Council was
required to hold one meeting in September to prepare for the ABM and a second in the spring. Ms.
Nicola Winkel, Arizona Coalition for Military Families (ACMF), stated that their Symposium was
generally held on the third Wednesday and Thursday of April each year and could incorporate the
Council meeting. The Council agreed to hold bi-annual meetings in the spring and fall.

9. General Discussion of Additional Topics or Issues — Commissioner Laing stated that
Representative Stacey Travers had recommended ways for the Council to better support statewide
communications and outreach. Recommended strategies included presenting in collaboration with
statewide education organizations and County School Superintendents. Ms. Kara Sehr also referenced
Luke Elementary School hosting a Purple Star Schools Forum. A member asked if other attendees with
military installations worked with foreign partners and how they were incorporated into programs. Ms.
Elizabeth Fleming, School Liaison of Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, stated that the School Liaison
Program Managers worked with foreign exchange families, and she could provide contact information.

ITEM 8 - OTHER BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

10. No further business was presented for discussion.
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ITEM 9 - ADJOURNMENT

11. Commissioner Laing thanked the members for holding a successful first meeting of the new
Council. The meeting adjourned at 12:03 PM MT.
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