
 

 

Illinois End-of-Year Report 2021-22 
 
First Name: Darcy 
Last Name: Benway 
I am the Compact 
Commissioner for: Illinois 

The membership of the 
state's MIC3 council 
consists of the following: 

Mr Jeffrey Aranowski Executive Director for Safe and Healthy 
Climate Illinois State Board of Education 
Dr Darcy Benway Illinois State Commissioner O'Fallon Township 
High School Superintendent 
Ms Katrina Cunningham Student Care Illinois State Board of 
Education 
Ms Suzanne Diener North Chicago School District 187 
Dr Cindy Doil School Liaison Officer Scott AFB 
Ms Amy Donathan School MFLC at Scott Air Force Base Scott 
AFB, IL 
Ms Amelia "Amy" Ent Child & Youth Program Coordinator Illinois 
National Guard 
Dr Craig Fiegel Superintendent Mascoutah School District 19 
Mr Kraig Garber Assistant Executive Director Illinois High School 
Association S (IHSA) 
Col Jason Glynn Illinois Military Representative 375 Mission 
Support Group Commander 
Ms Tsoetsy Harris Lead Child & Youth Program Coordinator 
Dynamic Systems Technology, Inc. 
Ms Carrie Hruby Superintendent O’Fallon School District 90 
Ms Cherise Imai Executive Director Military Interstate Children’s 
Compact Commission (MIC3) 
Rep Jeff Keicher State Representative for Illinois’ 70th 
District  Illinois State Legislature 
Mr Michael Legler Director, State Family Programs Illinois Army 
National Guard 
Mr David Lehfield School Liaison Officer Naval Station Great 
Lakes 
Ms Carrie Norwood Director of Programs USO of Illinois 
Ms Laura O’Brien School Liaison Officer Rock Island Arsenal 
Ms Karen Perez-Torres Field Programs Coordinator USO of Illinois 



Dr John Price Superintendent North Chicago School District 187 
Mr James Rickel Defense-State Liaison Defense-State Liaison 
Central (IL, IN, MI, ND, OH, SD, WI, WV) 
Dr Rachel Savage Superintendent Moline-Coal Valley School 
District 40 
Mrs Cheryl Stutzman Teacher O’Fallon School District 90 
Ms Molly Uhe-Edmonds Illinois State Board of Education 
State Senator Chuck Weaver Illinois State Senator , 37th District 
Ms Ebony Wilson North Chicago School District 187 
Ms Laura Yarber Principal Holy Childhood School   

Two points of contact for 
issues related to the 
Compact in my state are: 

Dr Darcy Benway 
Dr Cindy Doil 

Accomplishments: There were many meetings of the subcommittee of the Illinois 
MIC3 State Council throughout 2021 and throughout Jan-May 
2022 authoring the criteria for earning the Purple Star designation 
recognizing those schools which go above and beyond to support 
military-connected students. These criteria were presented to the 
entire State Council in May and will be discussed at the next 
meeting of the Illinois State Council. 

The School Liaison Officers at the military installations throughout 
Illinois have been able to resolve any MIC3 issues at their level 
and/or brought the issue to the Commissioner who has been able 
to assist in resolving issues resulting in not needing to involve the 
national office. 

The State Council supported the Month of the Military Child in 
April. 

The Illinois State Board of Education is establishing a web site for 
schools to apply for the Purple Star designation.  
 

Activities: The State Council is forming a subcommittee to discuss how to 
best promote knowledge of compact provisions throughout the 
state. 

The Illinois State Board of Education has developed an electronic 
form to apply for the Purple Star designation and is developing a 
web site dedicated to the Purple Star Program. 

The Illinois State Board of Education is working on promoting the 
military student identifier. 
 



Presentations: The Illinois State Commissioner is available to present to school 
personnel and organizations as requested. 

The School Liaison Officers conduct training on the Interstate 
Compact regularly throughout the year.  

 
 


