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From lllinois State Superintendent Dr. Tony Sanders

MONTH OF THE MILITARY CHILD

More than 6,000 children in lllinois are in families connected to the military. April has been
designated Month of the Military Child to help us pause and consider the unique challenges
these students face due to frequent relocations across the country and around the world.

Children growing up in military families may move half a dozen times during elementary school.
Each move brings the challenge of making new friends, joining new teams, and learning new
school rules. To make this transition as smooth as possible, the U.S. Department of Defense
helped develop the Interstate Compact on Education Opportunity for Military Children. This
agreement, supported by the Military Interstate Children’s Compact Commission (MIC3),
enables all 50 states and the District of Columbia to provide a consistent set of policies that
make it easier for military children to enroll in school, register for the classes they need, join the
extracurricular activities they want, and graduate on time. And because lllinois has signed on to
the compact, in a commitment to protect our military-connected children, the MIC3 is state law.

What does that mean? Here are a few examples:
e It means that a student who transfers into your district after football tryouts will
nevertheless be allowed to try out for the team.
e It means that a child who was in the gifted program in their previous school can be
admitted to your gifted program without having to wait for the next round of testing.
¢ And it means that a 12th grader who moves to lllinois can still graduate with peers even
if they missed a required course offered in 11th grade.

These assurances mean a military-connected student doesn’t suffer setbacks every time their
military parent(s) have to move.
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