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ILLINOIS MIC3 STATE COUNCIL MEETING 
Thursday, January 23, 2025 

9:00 AM - 10:30 AM  
 
PRESENT Dr. John Price            MIC3 Illinois Commissioner 
 Dr. Tiffany Burnett Illinois State Board of Education 
 J. Scot Heathman Wing Commander (Ret.), Scott Air Force Base 
 Kelcey Liverpool Great Lakes Naval Station 
 Christopher Moore Rock Island Arsenal  
 Dr. Rachel Savage Superintendent, Moline-Coal Valley School District 
 Rep. Katie Stuart Illinois Representative 
 Brandon Woodrome Asst. Superintendent, Mascoutah School District 19 
   
EXCUSED Rep. Brandon Schweizer Illinois Representative 
   
GUESTS Alicia Route Legislative Affairs, Illinois State Board of Education 
 Wilma Abi-Rached Illinois State Board of Education 
 Dr. Cindy Doil School Liaison, Scott Air Force Base 
 Amy Donathan  School MFLC, Scott Air Force Base 
 David Lehfeld School Liaison, Great Lakes Naval Station 
 Scott Shaw   
 Cherise Imai MIC3 Executive Director          
 Lindsey Dablow MIC3 Training & Operations Associate 
 Allie Thomas MIC3 Operations Coordinator 

 
 
 
ITEM 1 – CALL TO ORDER 
  
1. MIC3 Illinois Commissioner and Council Chair John Price called the meeting to order at 9:01 
AM CT.   
 
ITEM 2 – ROLL CALL 
 
2.  Roll call was conducted by Ms. Wilma Abi-Rached, Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE). A 
quorum was established.  
 
ITEM 3 – PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
3.  No comments were received from the public.  
 
ITEM 4 – SCOTT AIR FORCE BASE PRESENTATION 
 
4. Mr. Brandon Woodrome shared a video from Mascoutah County, where half of the student 
population in the district were military-connected.  He announced that the district strived to be the best 
option for military families to choose while transitioning, and stated many projects were in place to 
accommodate military children along with appreciation events and apparel sales held throughout the 
year. Mr. Scot Heathman shared an information packet with the members that contained statistical 
information about Scott Air Force Base and the districts surrounding it. A tri-fold brochure was also 
shared and could be distributed to military families as a tool for spreading information.  
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ITEM 5 – NATIONAL MIC3 PRESENTATION 
 
6.  MIC3 Executive Director (ED) Cherise Imai reported the standing committees were working on 
year three priorities from the Commission’s third Strategic Plan. A Compliance Memorandum was 
disseminated to the Commission as a reminder of end-of-year reporting deadlines and requirements. 
The Executive Committee (EXCOM) would meet in April to discuss the Commission’s next set of 
priorities and develop the fourth strategic plan.  
 
ITEM 6 – NEW BUSINESS  
 
7. Adoption of Committee Rules and Procedures – Commissioner Price allowed the members 
time to review the Committee Rules and Procedures. The language incorporated a provision for the 
selection of a Vice Chair. Commissioner Price’s recommendation was to adopt the language and then 
take nominations to elect a Vice Chair at the council’s next meeting. A recommendation was received 
from Ms. Cindy Doil to adopt additional language allowing for Ex-officio members to join the state 
council. Commissioner Price recommended setting a placeholder in the language and then later 
adopting Ex-officio members as an amendment.  
 
8.  Representative Katie Stuart motioned to adopt the Committee Rules and Procedures. Ms. 
Kelcey Liverpool seconded the motion. A roll call vote was conducted and the Committee Rules 
and Procedures were adopted unanimously.  
 
9.  Approval of December Meeting Minutes – Mr. Heathman motioned to approve the 
minutes from the December 12, 2024, meeting. Mr. Woodrome seconded the motion. A roll call 
vote was conducted and the minutes were approved unanimously.  
 
10.  Approval of State Superintendent Letter Request – Commissioner Price reviewed the 
recommendation for the council to send a letter to the State Superintendent advising of the Compact 
and how it can be incorporated in districts throughout the state. The members agreed that an invitation 
to join a task force meeting should be extended to the State Superintendent to introduce them to the 
Compact as well. Mr. David Lehfeld stated the importance of disseminating the letter to all state district 
superintendents, and Rep. Stuart noted that it should also be distributed to executive directors of state 
leadership organizations for awareness. Commissioner Price agreed and stated a draft of the letter 
should be finalized by February 7, 2025.  
 
11.  Dr. Rachael Savage motioned to approve the request for a State Superintendent Letter. 
Dr. Tiffany Burnett seconded the motion. A roll call vote was conducted and the letter was 
approved unanimously. The members agreed to the February 7, 2025, deadline. 
 
ITEM 7 - ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
12.  Purple Star School Program – Commissioner Price reported he held a discussion regarding 
the Purple Star School Program draft application with the national office and district superintendents. 
The incorporated GPA requirement was a significant issue across the state; it did not apply to all 
schools and would impede with the goal of having as many schools apply during the first year as 
possible. The members asked if it would be possible to compare the applications used by other states. 
Commissioner Price responded the applications of Ohio and Missouri could be reviewed, as they were 
in alignment with Illinois. Mr. Woodrome asked who would be responsible for receiving and reviewing 
the applications as they were submitted. Dr. Burnett stated ISBE was open to making changes and 
posting the application online for all districts, where a group of ISBE staff would review and score them. 
The members agreed to focus on the application and consider changes at the next meeting.  
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13. State Dues Funding –  Dr. Burnett stated that every item the state spends money on must be 
incorporated into the budget, and that the appropriations for this year did not contain a line item for the 
state council or Compact. Representative Stuart reached out to her counterpart in the Senate to prod 
the Senate President into filling the council’s vacant positions. She reported that she had a meeting 
with a budgeteer the following week to discuss line items and appropriations hearings but would need 
ISBE to provide the appropriations request before then. Dr. Burnett confirmed the request would be 
submitted in time.  
 
14.  MIC3 Logo – Commissioner Price reported the previous state council logo was provided by Ms. 
Cindy Doil. The logo was forwarded to the members for review to modify or adopt it at the next meeting. 
 
15.  Next Meeting -  Commissioner Price announced the next meeting would be held online on April 
17, 2025. The discussion items would include Vice President nominations, Ex-officio language in the 
Committee Rules and Procedures, the Purple Star Program application, and focus on the task force 
Communications Plan. Dr. Rachael Savage would provide a presentation for Rock Island Arsenal and 
her districts. Ms. Liverpool asked if a discussion was held to form a committee for communications and 
marketing, training, or outreach. Commissioner Price agreed with the idea of forming sub-committees 
that could garner interest of the members and spread out the work between council meetings. 
 
ITEM 8 – ADJOURNMENT 
 
16. Dr. Burnette motioned to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Woodrome seconded the motion. The 
motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 10:11 AM CT.   


