
 

June 3, 2025 

ILLINOIS MIC3 STATE COUNCIL MEETING 
Thursday, May 29, 2025 
9:00 AM - 10:30 AM CT 

 
PRESENT Dr. John Price            MIC3 Illinois Commissioner 
 Dr. Tiffany Burnett Illinois State Board of Education 
 J. Scot Heathman Wing Commander (Ret.), Scott Air Force Base 
 Kelcey Liverpool Great Lakes Naval Station 
 Christopher Moore Rock Island Arsenal 

 Col Kenneth “Mike” Shirley Scott Air Force Base, Ex-officio  

   
EXCUSED Dr. Rachel Savage Superintendent, Moline-Coal Valley School District 
 Rep. Brandon Schweizer Illinois Representative 
 Rep. Katie Stuart Illinois Representative 
 Brandon Woodrome Asst. Superintendent, Mascoutah School District 19 
   
GUESTS Willma Abi-Rached Illinois State Board of Education 
 Dr. Cindy Doil School Liaison, Scott Air Force Base 
 David Lehfeld School Liaison, Great Lakes Naval Station 
 Scott Shaw   
 Cherise Imai MIC3 Executive Director          
 Lindsey Dablow MIC3 Training and Operations Associate 
 Allie Thomas MIC3 Operations Coordinator 

 

 
ITEM 1 – CALL TO ORDER 
  
1. MIC3 Illinois Commissioner and Council Chair John Price called the meeting to order at 9:02 
AM CT.   
 
ITEM 2 – ROLL CALL 
 
2.  Ms. Willma Abi-Rached, Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE), conducted a roll call, and a 
quorum was established.  
 
ITEM 3 – PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
3.  Commissioner Price called for public comment. No comments were received.   
 
ITEM 4 – APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES  
 
4.  Dr. Tiffany Burnett, ISBE, motioned to approve the minutes from the January 23, 2025, 
meeting. Mr. Scot Heathman seconded the motion. The motion carried.  
 
ITEM 5 – OFFICERS – NOMINATION OF VICE CHAIR 
 
5. Commissioner Price reported that Mr. Brandon Woodrome was nominated as a candidate for 
Vice Chair of the Illinois State Council. No other nominations were received. The nomination was 
approved unanimously.  
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ITEM 6 – OLD BUSINESS   
 
6.  State Dues Funding – Dr. Burnett reported that the national commission annual dues payment, 
previously paid by Veterans’ Affairs, had been referred to ISBE, and ISBE would be the payment 
authority moving forward. She noted ISBE was able to process the fiscal year 2025 state dues invoice 
and that the dues would be paid before the June 30, 2025, deadline.  
 
7.  Branding and Logo – Commissioner Price shared logos that Ms. Kelcey Liverpool designed for 
the State Council. The members agreed on the first graphic and suggested edits to the logo design. Ms. 
Liverpool stated that she would make changes to the graphics as requested and provide those to the 
council for review.  
 
8. Purple Star School Recognition Program – Commissioner Price reported that the proposed 
legislation for the Purple Star Recognition Program did not pass and was advisory in nature. ISBE was 
not given a directive, though nothing was binding about the application or timeline. He stated that 
making the application inclusive to encourage schools to apply was a priority and recommended adding 
more choices to the application requirements list.  
 
9.  The members agreed with the recommendation to add more application choices. The review 
process and application deadline were discussed. Commissioner Price assigned the members to ad-
hoc subcommittees that would meet separately to review the content and logistics of the program.  
 
10.  Mr. Christopher Moore exited the meeting at 9:30 AM CT. Commissioner Price 
acknowledged that quorum was no longer met and tabled the remaining business items until the next 
meeting.  
 
ITEM 7 – COMMISSIONER’S REPORT  
 
11.  Commissioner Price reported that he had interactions with two families regarding compact-
related issues. The cases dealt with hand-carried records and credits applying overseas. Both cases 
were resolved at the local level.  
 
ITEM 8 – TASK FORCE MEMBER COMMENTS   
 
12.  Mr. Heathman recommended adding discussion about Grade Point Average (GPA) conversions 
and hurdles to the July meeting agenda, and Commissioner Price agreed. Ms. Cynthia Doil announced 
that Colonel Mike Shirley and she experienced issues with the Google Meet platform. Mr. David Lehfeld 
stated that anything outside of Microsoft Teams was difficult for military personnel to access on work 
devices. Dr. Burnett requested that the council meeting take place on the official ISBE Zoom platform 
as recommended by the Legislative Affairs department and stated she would put in a web request. 
Commissioner Price stated they could test the platform with Mr. Lehfeld before the next meeting.  
 
ITEM 9 – ADJOURNMENT 
 
13. Commissioner Price thanked the members for attending the meeting. The meeting adjourned at 
9:54 AM CT.   


