MILITARY INTERSTATE
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COMMISSION

ILLINOIS MIC3 STATE COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday, July 24, 2025
9:00 AM -10:30 AMCT

PRESENT Dr. John Price MIC3 lllinois Commissioner
Dr. Tiffany Burnett lllinois State Board of Education
J. Scot Heathman Wing Commander (Ret.), Scott Air Force Base
Kelcey Liverpool Great Lakes Naval Station
Christopher Moore Rock Island Arsenal
Rep. Brandun Schweizer lllinois Representative
Rep. Katie Stuart lllinois Representative
Brandon Woodrome Asst. Superintendent, Mascoutah School District 19
EXCUSED Dr. Rachel Savage Rock Island Arsenal Representative
Col Kenneth “Mike” Shirley Scott Air Force Base, Ex-officio
GUESTS Shawn Conley lllinois State Board of Education

Dr. Cindy Doll
Cherise Imai
Lindsey Dablow
Allie Thomas

School Liaison, Scott Air Force Base
MIC3 Executive Director

MIC3 Training and Operations Associate
MIC3 Operations Coordinator

ITEM 1 - CALL TO ORDER

1. MIC3 lllinois Commissioner and Council Chair John Price called the meeting to order at 9:02
AM CT.

ITEM 2 - ROLL CALL

2. Mr. Shawn Conley, lllinois State Board of Education (ISBE), conducted a roll call, and a quorum
was established.

ITEM 3 — PUBLIC COMMENT

3. Commissioner Price called for public comment. No comments were received. Commissioner
Price reported that he received an email from Dr. Carrie Ruby, Superintendent of O’Fallon District 90,
regarding support or funding for military veterans, to which Representative Brandun Schweizer
responded that he would contact the superintendent. Dr. Price stated he received a request from Mr. J.
Scot Heathman to discuss Grade Point Average (GPA) conversion issues during the meeting.

4. Mr. Chris Moore motioned to amend the agenda to include a discussion on GPA
conversions under New Business, seconded by Dr. Tiffany Burnett. The motion carried.

ITEM 4 - APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

5. Mr. Moore motioned to approve the minutes from the May 29, 2025, meeting.
Representative Schweizer seconded the motion. The motion carried.
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ITEM 5 — OLD BUSINESS

6. MIC3 Logo Decision — Ms. Kelcey Liverpool shared four revised versions of the logo that was
approved at the Council’s meeting in May. Commissioner Price stated the logo would be used on
various forms of media, which the Members would discuss at future meetings.

7. Dr. Burnett motioned to approve the second version of the logo, seconded by
Representative Schweizer. The motion carried.

8. Purple Star Application — Commissioner Price reviewed the State Council’s discussion on the
Purple Star Schools Program application at the previous meeting, the requirements that would be
incorporated, and the community investments or optional items that could be considered.

9. Commissioner Price recommended creating two task forces that would work on the Purple Star
Program between State Council meetings: one group to draft the application, and one to outline the
implementation process. Mr. Heathman, Mr. Moore, and Mr. Brandon Woodrome volunteered to work
on the application process. The group was tasked with bringing forward a draft of the application
process to develop over the upcoming school year, with a goal of launching the program in April 2026.

10. Ex-officio Language Proposal — Commissioner Price reviewed the Council’s discussion on
incorporating ex-officio members into the state statute language. Mr. Woodrome asked if ex-officio
members would have voting rights or serve in advisory positions. MIC3 Executive Director (ED) Cherise
Imai clarified that the Commission’s ex-officio members were non-voting; however, State Council
membership and voting rights depended on individual state appointing processes. Commissioner Price
stated he would contact the Governor’s Office to determine the process for adding members to the
Council and would introduce some organizations that could be invited to serve in an ex-officio capacity.

11. Communication Strategies — The Council Members discussed strategies for spreading
information regarding the Compact throughout the state. Suggestions included utilizing the School
Liaisons, the Regional Offices of Education, military spouse networks and sponsorship programs, and
the Leadership Council of Southwestern lllinois to generate contacts.

ITEM 6 — NEW BUSINESS

12. Legislative Language Recommendations for Compact — ED Imai provided an annotated
version of lllinois’ code, which indicated sections that required additional language. Representatives
Schweizer and Katie Stuart agreed to work with the national office to amend the language and get it
approved.

13. Mr. Heathman emphasized changes to the terms “active duty” and “guard and reserve,” stating
the language felt exclusionary of traditional guardsmen and reservists who were not on Title X orders.
ED Imai clarified that the Compact was designed to cover active-duty members and permanent change
of station (PCS) moves, but states could adopt additional language to include guard and reserve
coverage beyond Title X. The Council Members agreed that they would like to incorporate the
expansive language into the state statute.

14. Grade Point Average Conversions — Mr. Heathman reported that military parents and
students often felt that they were not receiving the GPAs that were deserved due to differences in state
and district grading scales and conversion policies. He asked how GPA calculations should be
communicated to the families to help them understand as they transitioned.
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15. Representative Stuart noted new mission programs, merit-based scholarships, and the
conversion of weighted vs non-weighted GPAs were all factors in the conversation between K-12
districts and postsecondary options. Mr. Woodrome stated that more universities and scholarships were
asking for non-weighted GPAs, and that each district had different ways of weighing GPAs that could
slightly raise or drop a student’s average depending on each district’s grade scale.

16. Commissioner Price compared the GPA conversion and class ranking issue to that of athletics.
The Compact allows for the child to try out for a school team despite missing the initial tryout period, but
it does not demand a position be made for that student or replace an existing student’s place on the
team. The Compact should only be used to level the field so that military-connected students are
graded and ranked at the same standard as other students at the school. ED Imai confirmed that it
would be difficult at the national level to get the 50-plus-one member states to agree on adding GPA
language to the Compact, and that GPA and class rank issues are best left to the school districts.

ITEM 7 — COMMISSIONER’S REPORT

17. Commissioner Price reported that he received one case from Mascoutah that involved
accessibility to special programs and differences between what was offered at the sending and
receiving schools. He noted his decision aligned with that of the school district, and the case was
resolved.

ITEM 8 - ADJOURNMENT

18. Dr. Burnett motioned to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Representative Schweizer.
The motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 10:34 AM CT.
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