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State Council

The Maryland State Council Meeting was held on June 23, 2025. The State Council meeting was hybrid and
was attended by the official members of the State Council along with invited military connected
representatives including the Ft. George G. Meade Garrison Commander, Col. Yolanda D. Gore, Department
of Defense Representative to Maryland State Council, School Liaisons from Ft. George G. Meade, Aberdeen
Proving Ground, Joint Base Andrews, Naval District Washington, Ft. Detrick, and NSA Bethesda, a Local
Superintendent, a military parent, representatives of one Local Education Agency with a military base, the
MIC3 Executive Director, MIC3 Deputy Director, the Maryland Compact Commissioner, and members from
multiple Divisions of the Maryland State Department of Education which includes the Executive Director of
the Maryland Public Secondary School Athletic Association. The Athletic Association is part of the Maryland
State Department of Education. Topics on the agenda included discussion of the Maryland Purple Star
Program, Correction of the Citation in State Law, Legal Advisories, a review of cases from the National Office,
and a review of MIC3 finance and the request for dues increase. The MIC3 Executive Director discussed the
last two topics with the State Council. The State Council had a robust discussion of each topic and was
appreciative of receiving the information and the ability to meet in person.

Notable Activities

During April, the month of the Military Child, 23 schools from eight Local Education Agencies (there are a
total of 24 Local Education Agencies in Maryland) were recognized as Purple Star Schools at the Maryland

Board of Education Meeting on April 29, 2025. Local Superintendents, principals, military liaisons, and
military personnel were recognized and celebrated for establishing Purple Star Progams in their schools.
Pictures were taken with those from each school with the State Superintendent and the members of the
State Board.

On December 9, 2024, the Maryland Commissioner who is a member of the Maryland Military Installation
Council (MMIC) was invited to participate in the Meeting and was asked to present on the Interstate
Compact and the Purple Star School Program.
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On June 18, 2025, the Maryland Commissioner was invited to participate on a panel to share information on
the Interstate Compact and the Purple Star Program for the Maryland Military Defense Forum. The panel was
facilitated by the Executive Director of the Military Child Education Coalition (MCEC). In addition to the
Maryland Commissioner, the panel also included a School Liaison and a military parent.

On April 3, 2025, the Maryland Commissioner attended, with the MIC3 Deputy Director, the Air Force District
of Washington (AFDW) and the Air Force Element (AFELM) Squadron to share information on the Interstate
Compact and its services to children of military families.

Support to Local Education Agencies

Given the role of the Maryland Commissioner as the Assistant State Superintendent for the Division of
Student Support and Federal Programs at the Maryland State Department of Education, presentations and
regular communication are provided to the various Student Services personnel especially including School
Counselors. Regular meetings throughout the school year are conducted with the Coordinators of School
Counselors for each of the Local Education Agencies whereby presentations or materials related to the
Interstate Compact are shared. Further given the avenues of regular communication, issues related to the
Interstate Compact can be handled and resolved.

Support to Military Families

Inquiries regarding educational transitions for military families and their children are handled in various ways
in Maryland. With the number of military installations, the School Liaisons serve a valuable role providing
information to families, connecting families to the proper staff in the Local Education Agencies and schools,
resolving issues, and reaching out to families as soon as they know that the family in being transferred to
Maryland. The School Liaisons also know that they can contact the Maryland Commissioner should further
action be necessary.

The Maryland State Department of Education and the Maryland Commissioner receive inquiries in a variety
of ways. Many families contact the Commissioner directly, or they are directed to the Commissioner from the
sending State, the School Liaison, or personnel from the Local Education Agency or school. The Maryland
Commissioner and members of the Division of Student Support and Federal Programs are very skilled in
communicating and resolving transition questions or issues. Student placement, graducation requirements,
enrollment matters, etc. are resolved on a case-by-case basis. Through meetings, outreach to the families,
and outreach to the Local Education Agency cases are able to be resolved.

Maryland Commissioner

The Maryland Compact Commissioner also serves as the Chair of the MIC3 Rules Committee.
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