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Military Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children 

FLORIDA COUNCIL MEETING 

 
 

April 11, 2025 

 

10:00 am ET 

 

Microsoft Teams meeting:  

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/8ca4275f-cd65-4506-a54d-f4208fedcde9@63bf107b-

cb6f-4173-8c1c-1406bb5cb794  
 

TOPIC SPEAKER 

Call to Order 

 

Dr. Andrew Weatherill, Senior Director, 

Student Support Services 

Welcome 

 

Dr. Peggy Aune, Vice Chancellor for Strategic 

Improvement 

Message from the Compact Commissioner 

• Month of the Military Family 

Col. Terrance J. McCaffrey, USAF (Ret.), Florida 

Military Interstate Children’s Compact 

Commission (MIC3)   

Purple Star Districts and Schools of 

Distinction Update 

Dr. Andrew Weatherill, Senior Director, 

Student Support Services 

Purple Star Districts and Schools of 

Distinction Reflection 

Dr. Dana Boddy, Principal, Escambia High School 

Florida Defense Alliance Kellie Jo Kilberg, Chair, Florida Defense Alliance 

Kathleen Nestor, Family Support Working Group 

Chair, Florida Defense Alliance 

Updates from the Military Family Education 

Liaison  
Lisa Hill, Military Family Education Liaison 

 

Updates from the National Office Lindsey Dablow, MIC3 Training and Operations 

Associate  

School Liaison Spotlight Lisa Hill, Military Family Education Liaison 

Updates from the School Liaisons Patrigna Murphy, Navy Region Southeast School 

Liaison 

• Resiliency Florida 

• Hope Florida 

Dr. Peggy Aune, Vice Chancellor for Strategic 

Improvement 

Other Business 

• Public Comments/Questions 

 

Next Meeting:  

• July 11, 2025 

 

  

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/8ca4275f-cd65-4506-a54d-f4208fedcde9@63bf107b-cb6f-4173-8c1c-1406bb5cb794
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/8ca4275f-cd65-4506-a54d-f4208fedcde9@63bf107b-cb6f-4173-8c1c-1406bb5cb794
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Compact Council Members Attendance 

Compact Commissioner 

Col. Terrance J. McCaffrey, USAF (Ret.) 
Present  Not in Attendance  

Commissioner of Education Designee 

Dr. Peggy Aune 
Present  Not in Attendance  

Superintendent of district with highest percentage 

of per capita  

John Spolski   

Present  Not in Attendance  

Military Family Education Liaison  

Lisa Hill 
Present  Not in Attendance  

National MIC3 Office 

Executive Director Cherise Imai 
Present  Not in Attendance  

Representative from Speaker of House 

Allison Liby-Schoonover 
Present  Not in Attendance  

Representative from President of Senate  
Danny Burgess 

Present  Not in Attendance  

Representative from the Dept. of Defense  

Rear Admiral John W. Hewitt, Commander, Navy 

Region Southeast 

Present  Not in Attendance  

Representative from the Florida Department of 

Education (FDOE) 

Dr. Andrew Weatherill, Student Support Services  

Present  Not in Attendance  

 

 

  
School Liaison Officers  

NAS Whiting Field Christopher Hendrix Present  Not in Attendance  

NAS Pensacola Vacant Present  Not in Attendance  

NSA Panama City Erin Pickard Present  Not in Attendance  

NAS Jacksonville Teri Wanamaker Present  Not in Attendance  

NS Mayport Sharon Kasica Present  Not in Attendance  

NAS Key West Kimberly Bacon Present  Not in Attendance  

Navy Region Southeast Patrigna Murphy Present  Not in Attendance  

Hurlburt Field Dr. Mackinley Cross  Present  Not in Attendance  

Patrick Space Force Susan Clark Present  Not in Attendance  

Tyndall AFB Mallory Gross Present  Not in Attendance  

Eglin AFB Elaine Lajeunesse Present  Not in Attendance  

Eglin AFB Margaret Rivera Present  Not in Attendance  

McDill AFB Dr. Venetia Waters  Present  Not in Attendance  

USAG Miami Lacey Allen Present  Not in Attendance  
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Additional Attendees 

Kim Brumage, Student Support Services 

Project USF/FDOE 
Present  Not in Attendance  

Andria Cole, Chief, Bureau of Family 

and Community Outreach, FDOE 
Present  Not in Attendance  

Jennifer Darnell, Bureau of Family and 

Community Outreach, FDOE 

Present  Not in Attendance  

Timothy MacGregor, Director, Office of 

Military and Defense, FloridaCommerce 
Present  Not in Attendance  

Jordanne Stark, Florida High School 

Athletic Association 

Present  Not in Attendance  

Dr. Samantha Donnell, FDOE Present  Not in Attendance  

Jessica O’Neal, Student Support Services 

Project, FDOE 

Present  Not in Attendance  

Natasha Lunan, FDOE Present  Not in Attendance  
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Call to Order Dr. Andrew Weatherill, Senior Director, 

Student Support Services 

Welcome Dr. Peggy Aune, Vice Chancellor for 

Strategic Improvement 

• Review of the agenda. 

• Heard from from Escambia County High School leadership.  

• Heard from special guest from the Florida Defense Alliance. 

Message from the Compact Commissioner 

• Month of the Military Family 

Col. Terrance J. McCaffrey, USAF (Ret.),  

Florida Military Interstate Children’s  

Compact Commission (MIC3) 

• Purpose of Compact: remove barriers to educational success for military children. 

Purple Star Districts and Schools of 

Distinction Update 

Dr. Andrew Weatherill, Senior Director, 

Student Support Services 

• Five districts and almost 400 schools have received the Purple Star of Distinction.  

• The next application will open in August. The Bureau of Family and Community Outreach 

will host a webinar on July 29, 2025, at 11:00 am to discuss the requirements of the 

application.  

• Email: Purplestarschools@fldoe.org 

Purple Star Districts and Schools of 
Distinction Reflection 

Dr. Dana Boddy, Principal,  

Escambia High School  

• Quarterdeck – a space dedicated as a gathering place for military students.  

• Escambia High School has a Military Life Counselor who assists with the needs of military 

students during the school day.  

• Student-to-Student Organization – An organization of students who provide welcome tours for 

military students and help them feel welcome and comfortable in their new school. 

• Department of Defense Education Agency (DoDEA) grants help military students participate in 

school activities such as band and choir. Over 34 percent of the school population participates  

in the music program.  

Florida Defense Alliance Kellie Jo Kilberg, Chair 

Kathleen Nestor, Chair, Family Support 

Working Group 

• The Florida Defense Alliance worked with school boards in 2004-2005 to get the Compact 

passed.  

• Family Readiness Working Group – an organization that is a part of the Department of 

Commerce. 

• The purpose of the group is to make sure those on the base are supported; this includes help  

with under- or unemployment for spouse, food insecurity and education for children.  

• Other education issues: immunization and physical forms that are hand-delivered were 

sometimes not considered. 

• Individual Educational Plans (IEP) and receipt of services continues to be an issue when 

navigating the language from state to state.   

• The Florida Defense Alliance is currently tracking CS/SB 758B on childcare for military 

families and CS/SB 1626 on child abuse reporting.  

mailto:Purplestarschools@fldoe.org
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Updates from the Military Family Education 

Liaison 

Lisa Hill, Military Family Education Liaison 

• Ongoing support – need more awareness of the MIC3 and its benefits for military students.  
• Mrs. Hill has created a framework for schools to increase awareness.  

Updates from the National Office Lindsey Dablow, MIC3 Training and Operations 

Associate 

• Lexington, KY – on April 22, 2025 – Strategic Plan – 2025 Annual Business Meeting – A big 

focus will be educational awareness.  

• Last March, the conference was held in Washington, D.C. It focused on awareness of the 

Educational Compact.   
School Liaison Spotlight Lisa Hill, Military Family Education Liaison 

• Susan Clark has been the school liaison at Patrick Space Force since 2018.  
• She is a military spouse and a former educator.  
• Ms. Clark shared how being an educator and a military family member has inspired her work as 

a school liaison.  

Updates from the School Liaisons Patrigna Murphy, Navy Region Southeast  

School Liaison 

• School liaisons successfully resolved nine MIC3 cases that involved issues with enrollment and 

eligibility. The issues included hand-delivered records and the turnover of personnel at schools.  

• Currently tracking SB 166 due to the testing deregulations, as well as HB 1107 and SB 270 for 

the Bright Futures Scholarship updates.  

• Resiliency Florida 

• Hope Florida 

Dr. Peggy Aune, Vice Chancellor for 

Strategic Improvement 

• Resiliency Coach Volunteer Training is now available for parents, grandparents, 

volunteers and mentors.  

• This supplemental training involves a one-hour (approximate) online training, followed by 

four hours of a volunteer practicum that can include activities such as helping with field 

trips, athletic events, mentoring, etc.  

• Interested individuals must complete an interest form at buildresiliency.org as a first step. 

This form will then go to the school district’s volunteer coordinator for follow up. 

• Hope Florida – helps with short- or long-term goals by connecting people with faith-based 

organizations, non-profits and government agencies. The FDOE is one of the newest 

agencies to join Hope Florida with a dedicated office in the Bureau of Exceptional 

Education and Student Services (BEESS). The number is 833-GET-HOPE  

(833-438-4673). 

Other Business 

• Public Comments/Questions 
 

• No public comments were made.  

Next Meeting: 

• July 11, 2025 

http://www.buildresiliency.org/

