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Military Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children 

 Florida Council Meeting  
 

July 12, 2024 

   

10:00 am ET  

  

Microsoft Teams meeting:  
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/a2d5855f-40e3-41a7-b7e5-28e0020a719e@63bf107b-cb6f-

4173-8c1c-1406bb5cb794  

  
  

TOPIC  SPEAKER  

Roll Call  

  

Dr. Andrew Weatherill, Senior Director,  

Student Support Services  

  

Welcome  

  

Dr. Peggy Aune, Vice Chancellor for Strategic 

Improvement  

  

Message from the Compact Commissioner  

• Special Recognitions  

• Welcome New Members  

Col. Terrance J. McCaffrey, USAF (Ret.), Florida 

Military Interstate Children’s Compact Commission 

(MIC3)    

  

Purple Star Schools of Distinction Update  

  

Andria Cole, Bureau Chief,  

Bureau of Family and Community Outreach  

  

FloridaCommerce Office of Military and 

Defense Programs and Grants  

  

Timothy MacGregor, Director, Office of Military 

and Defense, FloridaCommerce  

Updates from the Military Family Education 

Liaison  

   

Lisa Hill, Military Family Education Liaison  

   

  

Updates from the National Office  

  

Cherise Imai, MIC3 Executive Director  

  

Updates from the School Liaisons 

  

Lisa Hill, Military Family Education Liaison  

  

Other Business  

• Public Comments/Questions  

  

  

Next Meeting:   

• October 25, 2024  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/a2d5855f-40e3-41a7-b7e5-28e0020a719e@63bf107b-cb6f-4173-8c1c-1406bb5cb794
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/a2d5855f-40e3-41a7-b7e5-28e0020a719e@63bf107b-cb6f-4173-8c1c-1406bb5cb794
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Military Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children 

 Florida Council Meeting  
 

Compact Council Members Attendance 

Compact Commissioner 

Col. Terrance J. McCaffrey, USAF (Ret.) 
Present  Not in Attendance  

Commissioner of Education Designee 

Dr. Peggy Aune 
Present  Not in Attendance  

Superintendent of district with highest percentage 

of per capita  

John Spolski   

Present  Not in Attendance  

Military Family Education Liaison  

Lisa Hill 
Present  Not in Attendance  

National MIC3 Office 

Executive Director Cherise Imai 
Present  Not in Attendance  

Representative from the Speaker of the House 

Allison Liby-Schoonover  
Present  Not in Attendance  

Representative from the President of the Senate  
Danny Burgess 

Present  Not in Attendance  

Representative from the Dept. of Defense  

Rear Admiral John W. Hewitt, Commander, Navy 

Region Southeast 

Present  Not in Attendance  

Representative from the Florida Department of 

Education (FDOE) 

Dr. Andrew Weatherill, Student Support Services  

Present  Not in Attendance  

 

 

Additional Attendees 

Kim Brumage, Student Support Services 

Project USF/FDOE 

Present  Not in Attendance  

School Liaisons    

NAS Whiting Field Christopher Hendrix Present  Not in Attendance  

NAS Pensacola Carissa Bergosh Present  Not in Attendance  

NSA Panama City Erin Pickard Present  Not in Attendance  

NAS Jacksonville Teri Wanamaker Present  Not in Attendance  

NS Mayport Sharon Kasica Present  Not in Attendance  

NAS Key West Vacant Present  Not in Attendance  

Navy Region Southeast  Patrigna Murphy Present  Not in Attendance  

Hurlburt Field Lacy Allen  Present  Not in Attendance  

Patrick Space Force Susan Clark   Present  Not in Attendance  

Tyndall AFB Mallory Gross Present  Not in Attendance  

Eglin AFB Elaine Lajeunesse Present  Not in Attendance  

Eglin AFB Margaret Rivera Present  Not in Attendance  

MacDill AFB Dr. Venetia Waters  Present  Not in Attendance  

USAG Miami Garth Gourley Present  Not in Attendance  
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Military Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children 

 Florida Council Meeting  
 

Andria Cole, Bureau Chief,  

Bureau of Family and Community 

Outreach, FDOE 

Present  Not in Attendance  

Cindy Huffman, Bureau of Family and 

Community Outreach, FDOE 

Present  Not in Attendance  

Jennifer Darnell, Bureau of Family and 

Community Outreach, FDOE 

Present  Not in Attendance  

Timothy MacGregor, Director, Office of 

Military and Defense, FloridaCommerce  

Present  Not in Attendance  

Jordanne Stark, Florida High School 

Athletic Association 

Present  Not in Attendance  

Brandi Sanchez, FDOE Present  Not in Attendance  

Damera Hopkins, Special Recognition Present  Not in Attendance 

Dwain Cherry, USCG Present  Not in Attendance 

 

Meeting Minutes: 

Open 

• Roll Call 

 

 

Dr. Andrew Weatherill, Senior Director, Student 

Support Services 

• Welcome Dr. Peggy Aune, Vice Chancellor for Strategic 

Improvement 

• Dr. Aune provided introductions and welcomed the members to the meeting. 

Message from the Compact 

Commissioner  

• Special Recognitions  

• Welcome New Members   

Col. Terrance J. McCaffrey, USAF (Ret.), 

Commissioner, Florida Military Interstate Children’s 

Compact Commission (MIC3) 

• Col. Terrence McCaffrey, USAF (Ret.), stated the purpose of the compact and explained that it 

was developed by the state government and the U.S. Department of Defense to assist children of 

active-duty military members during their K-12 educational experience. The compact was 

created to ensure a successful transition for these children who frequently move and are 

relocated. 

o 2008 was the year the military compact was established in Florida by statute. 

• Recognitions 

o Steve Horton, Deputy Superintendent, Okaloosa County School District – for his service 

and dedication to the Military Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military 

Children from 2020-2024. 

o Damera Hopkins, School Counseling Consultant, FDOE – for her service and dedication 

to the Military Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children from 2022-

2024 

• Introductions 

o John Spolski, Superintendent of Okaloosa County School District Designee 

o Dr. Andrew Weatherill, Director of Student Services, FDOE, Department Facilitator 
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Purple Star Schools of Distinction 

Update 

Andria Cole, Bureau Chief, 

Bureau of Family and Community Outreach 

• A Purple Star Schools webinar was held in April where education training resources were 

presented and best practices were outlined. There were approximately 100 attendees. 

• Council members requested to attend future webinars. 

• Their upcoming meeting will include an update on the proposed amendment to Rule 6A-1.0999, 

Florida Administrative Code, regarding the addition of the Purple Star School District 

Designation pursuant to section 1003.052, Florida Statutes. The rule amendment will be 

presented at the July 24, 2024, State Board of Education meeting. 

FloridaCommerce Office of Military and 

Defense Programs and Grants   

Timothy MacGregor, Director, Office of Military and 

Defense, FloridaCommerce  

• Senate Bill 1420 established formal relationships with the FDOE and the Office of 

FloridaCommerce. 

• The mission is to assist the Governor with advising for the Florida economy. 

• A map of military presence across the state was presented to the group. 

• A breakdown of the Military, Veterans, Spouses and Family Programs organization was presented. 

• FloridaCommerce has a website, https://www.floridajobs.org, that provides information on 

workforce-focused education. 

Updates from the Military Family 

Education Liaison 

Lisa Hill, Military Family Education Liaison  

    

• Mrs. Hill discussed her group’s participation in the Family Café event for students with 

disabilities and was glad to have the opportunity to present to families. 

• Recognition was given to Mallory Gross and Sharon Kasica for helping military children receive 

a reciprocal diploma from Oregon and California. 

• Mrs. Hill wanted to know if the online portal was being utilized. 

• Mrs. Hill stated that the MIC3 will be represented at the Florida School Counselor Association 

(FSCA) Conference in November. 

Updates from the National Office   Cherise Imai, MIC3 Executive Director   

• June 30 was the last day of the fiscal year. 

• Florida was compliant for this year, as it has been each year. 

• The Annual Business Meeting will be in New Mexico this year. 

• They are working to highlight cases and real stories of students who have been helped by the 

compact. 

• Ms. Imai thanked FDOE for giving her staff the opportunity to present at the Florida 

Organization of Instructional Leaders (FOIL) Conference. She received positive feedback. 

• Ms. Imai shared a link in the chat regarding “MIC: Supporting Military Families with Special 

Medical and Educational Needs,” https://mic3.net/supporting-military-families-with-special-

medical-or-educational-needs. 

Updates from the School Liaisons  Lisa Hill, Military Family Education Liaison   

• Presentation from Patrigna Murphy on the 26th annual Family Café. 

• Comments were also made from Garth Gourley, Elaine Lajeunesse and Sharon Kasica. 

Other Business 

• Public Comments/Questions 

 

• Dr. Aune opened the meeting for public comments. (no comments from the public) 

• Commissioner McCaffrey thanked everyone for their attendance and support. 

• The meeting was adjourned at 11:04 am. 

https://www.floridajobs.org/
https://mic3.net/supporting-military-families-with-special-medical-or-educational-needs/
https://mic3.net/supporting-military-families-with-special-medical-or-educational-needs/
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Future Meeting Dates for 2024  

• October 25, 2024 

 


