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OVERVIEW 
The Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children was developed jointly by The Council of State 
Governments’ National Center for Interstate Compacts and the U.S. Department of Defense, with input from policy experts, national 
associations, teachers, school administrators, military families, and federal, state, and local officials.  The Compact eases interstate 
education transition challenges encountered by the children of active duty service members such as enrollment, eligibility, placement 
and graduation.  On average, military students will attend six to nine different school systems from kindergarten to 12th grade.  
 
Initial discussions about the Compact began in 2006, and drafting began early in 2007.  First available for legislative consideration in 
2008, the Compact was adopted by all 50 states and the District of Columbia in just 6 legislative sessions.    
 
HISTORY 
Minnesota adopted the Compact in May 2014. The model language was adopted with modifications for statutory format.  However, 
the legislature clarified the State Council and the Commissioner in a separate statute. The dues are paid by the Minnesota Department 
of Education. 
 
Bill sponsor(s): Representative Mary Sawatzky and Senator Kevin L. Dahle 
Governor Signed: May 16, 2014, 49th State to join the Compact 
Location in Statute or Code:  Minnesota Statutes, 127A.85 
 

COMMISSIONER Willie Jett 2023-Present 
 Heather Mueller 2023 
 Mary Catherine Ricker 2021-2023 
 Brenda Cassellius 2014 – 2019 
DESIGNEE Daron Korte 2014 – Present 

 
APPOINTING AUTHORITY:  The Minnesota Department of Education Commissioner or their designee serves as the 
Commissioner under the Interstate Compact.  (Minnesota Statute 127A.70) 
 
STATE COUNCIL 
 
 127A.82 MILITARY INTERSTATE CHILDREN'S COMPACT STATE COUNCIL.  
Subdivision 1.Establishment; membership.(a) A Military Interstate Children's Compact State Council is established to provide for 
the coordination among state agencies, local education agencies, and military installations concerning the state's participation in, 
and compliance with the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children established in section 127A.85, 
otherwise known as the Military Interstate Children's Compact, and Interstate Commission activities.  

(b) Council membership must include at least:  
(1) the commissioner;  
(2) a superintendent, appointed by the commissioner, of a school district or charter school with a high concentration of 
military children;  
(3) a representative from a military installation appointed by the adjutant general;  
(4) one member of the house of representatives appointed by the speaker of the house;  
(5) one member of the senate appointed by the Subcommittee on Committees of the Committee on Rules and 
Administration; and  
(6) other offices and stakeholder groups the council deems appropriate.  
If the commissioner determines there is not a school district deemed to contain a high concentration of military children, 
the commissioner may appoint a superintendent from another school district to represent local education agencies on the 
council.  
(c) The council must appoint or designate a military family education liaison to assist military families and the state in 
facilitating the implementation of section 127A.85.  
(d) The compact commissioner responsible for the administration and management of the state's participation in the 
compact must be appointed by the commissioner.  
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(e) The compact commissioner and the military family education liaison designated herein shall be ex officio members of 
the council, unless either is already a full voting member of the council.  
Subd. 2.Powers and duties; report.(a) The council may develop recommendations to the governor and the legislature 
designed to facilitate successful educational transitions for children of military families under the compact.  
(b) The commissioner must schedule and hold a meeting of the council no less than once per state fiscal year.  
(c) The council must produce meeting agendas that are made publicly available before each meeting and maintain 
meeting minutes that are made publicly available once they are approved by the council.  
(d) By January 15 of each odd-numbered year, the council shall submit a report to the governor and to the chairs and 
ranking minority members of the legislative committees and divisions with jurisdiction over kindergarten through grade 
12 education policy and finance and military affairs that summarizes the council's progress in meeting its goals and 
identifies the need for any draft legislation to facilitate successful educational transitions for children of military families.  

 
STATE COUNCIL MEETINGS 
https://mic3.net/state/minnesota/ 
  

  

https://mic3.net/state/minnesota/

	HISTORY
	Appointing Authority:  The Minnesota Department of Education Commissioner or their designee serves as the Commissioner under the Interstate Compact.  (Minnesota Statute 127A.70)
	STATE COUNCIL
	127A.82 MILITARY INTERSTATE CHILDREN'S COMPACT STATE COUNCIL.
	Subdivision 1.Establishment; membership.(a) A Military Interstate Children's Compact State Council is established to provide for the coordination among state agencies, local education agencies, and military installations concerning the state's partici...
	(b) Council membership must include at least:
	(1) the commissioner;
	(2) a superintendent, appointed by the commissioner, of a school district or charter school with a high concentration of military children;
	(3) a representative from a military installation appointed by the adjutant general;
	(4) one member of the house of representatives appointed by the speaker of the house;
	(5) one member of the senate appointed by the Subcommittee on Committees of the Committee on Rules and Administration; and
	(6) other offices and stakeholder groups the council deems appropriate.
	If the commissioner determines there is not a school district deemed to contain a high concentration of military children, the commissioner may appoint a superintendent from another school district to represent local education agencies on the council.
	(c) The council must appoint or designate a military family education liaison to assist military families and the state in facilitating the implementation of section 127A.85.
	(d) The compact commissioner responsible for the administration and management of the state's participation in the compact must be appointed by the commissioner.
	(e) The compact commissioner and the military family education liaison designated herein shall be ex officio members of the council, unless either is already a full voting member of the council.
	Subd. 2.Powers and duties; report.(a) The council may develop recommendations to the governor and the legislature designed to facilitate successful educational transitions for children of military families under the compact.
	(b) The commissioner must schedule and hold a meeting of the council no less than once per state fiscal year.
	(c) The council must produce meeting agendas that are made publicly available before each meeting and maintain meeting minutes that are made publicly available once they are approved by the council.
	(d) By January 15 of each odd-numbered year, the council shall submit a report to the governor and to the chairs and ranking minority members of the legislative committees and divisions with jurisdiction over kindergarten through grade 12 education po...
	STATE COUNCIL MEETINGS
	https://mic3.net/state/minnesota/


