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MISSISSIPPI STATE COUNCIL NOTES 
Wednesday, August 6, 2025 

 
PRESENT  
Kristen Windham  Compact Commissioner and Council Chair    
Marcus Boudreaux  Superintendent, Biloxi School District  
Linda Gates   Civilian 
Allen Williams   Bureau Director, Mississippi Dept. of Education, and JROTC 
 
EXCUSED 
Rep. Richard Bennett  Legislative Representative 
Sen. Dennis DeBar, Jr. Legislative Representative, Senate Education Chair 
Dr. Lance Evans  State Superintendent, Mississippi Dept. of Education  
Rep. Kevin Felsher   Legislative Representative  
Capt. Ana I. Franco  Commander, NCBC Gulfport and USDOD Military Representative 
Rep. Rob Roberson  Legislative Representative, House Education Chair  
 
MIC3 STAFF 
Cherise Imai   Executive Director 
Lindsey Dablow  Operations and Training Associate 
Allie Thomas   Operations Coordinator  
 
GENERAL ATTENDEES 
Lacey Allen School Liaison, Air Force Region East  
Hope Holden   Deputy Director, Force Support Squadron, Keesler Air Force Base 
Amber Meiborg  School Liaison, Columbus air Force Base 
Patrigna Murphy  School Liaison, Navy Region Southeast 
Mona Odom   School Liaison, Gulfport Construction Battalion  
Jace Ponder    Director, Governor’s Office of Military Affairs 
 
 
ITEM 1 – CALL TO ORDER 
 
MIC3 Compact Commissioner and Council Chair Kristen Windham called the meeting to order 
at 10:00 AM CT. She welcomed members and attendees to the meeting.  
 
ITEM 2 – ROLL CALL  
 
MIC3 Operations Coordinator Allie Thomas conducted the roll call. A quorum was not 
established.  
 
ITEM 3 – MISSISSIPPI STATE UPDATES  
 
Chair Windham introduced Mr. Jace Ponder, Director for the Governor’s Office of Military 
Affairs. Mr. Ponder provided an update on the items that the Governor’s Office was working on 
for the year regarding military-connected children and education, including Mississippi House 
Bill (HB) 809.  
 
ITEM 4 – NATIONAL OFFICE UPDATES 
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Chair Windham yielded the floor to Executive Director (ED) Cherise Imai. ED Imai reported 
Mississippi’s dues invoice of $5,641.00 for fiscal year (FY) 2026 was sent on July 1, 2025. She 
announced that the 2025 Annual Business Meeting (ABM) would be held in Indianapolis, 
Indiana, in October and that registration was open for those interested in attending. One of the 
key meeting items would be the proposed dues increase and corresponding Rules amendment 
for the Commission to vote on. ED Imai noted the 2024 Annual Report was complete and 
released to the Commission, and the 2025 Annual Report was being compiled.  
 
Training and Operations Associate Lindsey Dablow reported the release of two legal advisories, 
1-2025 Ex-officio Conflict of Interest on the Finance Committee and 2-2025 Flexibility and 
Waiver of Graduation Requirements. Both advisories were released in response to state 
Commissioners’ requests for General Counsel assistance. Ms. Dablow provided an overview of 
the Cumulative Case and Inquiry Report that listed all cases and inquiries received by the 
national office between 2020-2024. She highlighted the trends and most common topics of 
Compact-related and non-applicable inquiries and noted that nearly 100 inquiries were received 
in FY2025.  
 
ITEM 5 – SCHOOL LIAISON REPORTS 
 
Ms. Mona Odom, School Liaison for the Gulfport Construction Battalion, reported that the 
inquiries she received involved school choice and registration requirements pertaining to HB 
809. New language in the bill included provisions for pre-kindergarten (Pre-K) children and 
dependents of guard and reserve servicemembers.  
 
Ms. Odom noted that Meridian Naval Air Station and Keesler Air Force Base did not have 
assigned School Liaisons at the time of the meeting. New contact information would be provided 
once the vacancies were filled.   
 
Ms. Amber Meiborg, School Liaison for Columbus Air Force Base, reported that she was 
working with Major Allen Williams and Mr. Ponder to assist with HB 809 issues. Mr. Ponder 
stated the Governor’s Office of Military Affairs was working to have HB 809 reintroduced in the 
next legislative session, along with a letter from the authors to clarify proper implementations of 
the bill.  
 
Ms. Linda Gates asked what the issues were with HB 809. Mr. Ponder responded that there 
was a provision in HB 809 requiring service members to provide a copy of their Common 
Access Card (CAC), which conflicted with federal law, along with concerns about the installation 
base commander issuing O-6 letters. Mr. Marcus Boudreaux, Superintendent of Biloxi School 
District, stated the current implementations were sufficient for enrollment on the school side, 
and that the Pre-K aspect of the bill would need to be heavily evaluated due to the difference in 
funding sources from K-12.  
 
ITEM 6 – OTHER BUSINESS  
 
Ms. Odom and Ms. Patrigna Murphy, Navy Region Southeast School Liaison, provided new 
email addresses for Meridian Naval Air Station and Keesler Air Force Base in the meeting chat. 
The emails would be posted on Mississippi’s state page of MIC3.net.  
 
ITEM 7 – ADJOURNMENT 
 
Chair Windham adjourned the meeting at 10:28 AM CT.   


