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Session

MIC3

MILITARY INTERSTATE
CHILDREN’S COMPACT
COMMISSION

Our Mission to Ohio’s Military Kids: Reduce or eliminate any roadblocks that hinder the educational

success of Military Children in the Buckeye state.
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Call to Order:
e Introductions
o The meeting commenced at 1:35 p.m. Members and guests introduced
themselves.
e Welcome
o National Veterans Memorial and Museum Acting President, Colonel William J.
Buter, U.S. Army (Retired) provided opening remarks.
e Approval of Agenda:
o Amotion to approve the agenda was put forward by Michelle Lewis and seconded
by Jenn Davis. The motion passed.
e Review of Minutes:
o Amotion to approve the minutes from the March meeting was put forward by Jenn
Davis and seconded by Michelle Lewis. The motion passed.

Old Business of Rutan State Council:

e OhioCares Initiative
o Adreana Tartt provided an overview of the program. Statewide meetings are
starting up in December.
e 15th Anniversary of Ohio’s MIC3,
o The council recognized 15 July 2009 as the 15" anniversary of the law being passed
in Ohio.
e Ohio’s National MIC3 Annual Report
o Annual report sent to the National MIC3 office. Authored by Jenn Davis and
Michelle Lewis.
e National MIC3 Dues Paid on behalf of the State of Ohio
o Chris Picha, ODVS paid MIC3 dues.
o Next fiscal DEW will be invoiced for the dues. Dues come in the month of May.

e PreK12-MIL Round Tables



o Chip Merkle reported that over 50 educators attended Purple Star roundtables.
= Aug. 5: Anthony Wayne Junior High
= Aug. 7: Dublin Scioto High School
* Aug.8:0Online
e Janet Wynn MIC3 Memorial Award
o Aubrey and Alanda Hays from Beavercreek City Schools were the recipients of the
2024 award.
e Purple Star USA National Convening of Schools and Communities
o Thisyear’s convening will be held on Oct. 24, 2024 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The
event is hosted online by Ashland University. Several council members are
involved in the planning for the event and are presenting. The National Convening
was a finalist for MCEC Pete Taylor Award.
e Purple Star Schools Summit
o Thefirst annual Ohio Purple Star Summit was held on June 20, 2024 at Big Walnut
High School. Director Dackin of the Ohio Department of Education and Workforce
provided the keynote address. The event featured 16 breakout sessions and over

100 attendees.

Reports of the Rutan State Council:

e Trina Pauley and Shatila Smith, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base
o Colonel Sean C. Brazel, commander of the 88" Mission Support Group. Sends
regrets for not being able to attend.
o School liaisons have been busy assisting families with the start of the school year.
o Trina Pauley is moving to the Integrated Resilience Office at Wright-Patterson Air
Force Base. The council thanks her for her service in supporting the educational
needs of military-connected students in Ohio.
e Jason Scragg, Ohio Department of Education and Workforce

o Updates to Purple Star Program:



= 598 current Purple Star schools.
» Added option of identifying and supporting students from veteran families
and those with siblings serving in the armed forces.
= Starting in the 2025-2026 school year, all renewing schools will have to
show evidence of direct student engagement.
o The Purple Star application season opens November 1.
o John Riley has recently joined the Department as the Associate Administrator for
the Vulnerable Youth team.
e Chris Picha, Ohio Department of Veterans Services
o The Ohio Veterans Conference was held on Aug. 3, 2024. There were 320
attendees.
o Veterans and service members were honored at the Ohio State Fair on July 28.
o Veterans Hall of Fame inductions are on Nov. 7.
e Chip Merkle, Ohio National Guard Youth Program
o Ohio Military Kids has completed all summer camps.
o Chip Merkle connected with 350 schools in support on Purple Star and military-
connected students.
o Preparing aregional Purple Star roundtable in New Philadelphia with Eastern Ohio
Education Service Center.
e Courtney Tyree, U.S. Army Recruiting Battalion
o Schools can contact the recruiting battalion for support at any time.

New Business of Rutan State Council:

¢ National Veterans Memorial & Museum

o Mason Farr, Education and Outreach Manager, shared how the museum can
build connections between military-connected students and their peers

through in-person and virtual field trips.



o NVMM s partnering with Story Corps to collect stories of veterans. NVMM is
creating a special program to have students interview veterans. More
information is forthcoming.

Fourth Marine Corps District Relocation

o The 4" Marine Corps District recruiting command has relocated from

Harrisburg, PA to Columbus, OH.
Ohio Military Veteran Educators Program

o Brooke Wood provided information on the Military Recruit Award. It provides
hiring bonuses to schools and veterans that hire veterans, service members,
and their spouses.

o Skill Bridges is a program that allows service members to apprentice in an
approved industry for up to 180 days at the end of their military contract.
Currently seeking opportunities to connect service members to school
districts.

OSBA-MIC3 Partnership for Military Family Appreciation Month

o The Ohio School Board Association and the Ohio MIC3 Council are
collaborating on promoting November as the Month of the Military Family.
Materials will be available in September.

MCEC Global Training Summit

o Jenn Davis, Jason Scragg, and Pete LuPiba attended this years training summit
in Washington, D.C. from July 29-31. General Ashenhurst was a panelist at the
summit . This was an opportunity to collaborate with leaders in the field on
best practices to serve military-connected students.

Purple Star YouTube Channel

o Requested that any recorded Purple Star materials be sent for posting on the

YouTube Channel. This provides on-demand access to information.

Zepf Center on Health & Wellness



o Kelly Garza of the Zepf Center provided information on the gap in mental
health services for military-connected youth. Materials are available at
Myjourneyofwellness.com

e MIC3 Annual Business Meeting

o The MIC3 Annual Business Meeting will be held on Oct. 16-17 in Albuquerque,

New Mexico.
Adjournment
A motion to adjourn was motioned by Jenn Davis and seconded by Michelle Lewis. The
council adjourned at 3:47 p.m.

The council will meet in December 2024.



