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Military Interstate Children’s Compact Commission 

The Thomas D. Rutan State (Ohio) Council 

Fall Meeting’s Minutes for Monday, 16 December 2024 @ 1 p.m. (1300 Hrs.) 

Jackson High School / 7600 Fulton Drive Northwest, Massillon, OH 44646 / + MS Teams Session 

 
 

Our Mission to Ohio’s Military Kids:  Reduce or eliminate any roadblocks that hinder the educational 

success of Military Children in the Buckeye state. 

 

Attendance: 

☒Adreana Tartt 

☐Allison Russo 

☐ Andrea 

Edmonds 

☒Andrew 

Seward 

☒Ashley Twedt 

☐Becky 

Hornberger 

☐Brian Lampton 

☒Brooke Woods 

☐Courtney 

Kessler  

☐Callie Haas 

☐Chad Marzec 

☒Chad Wyen 

☒Chris Picha 

☐Christine 

Young 

☐Courtney Tyree 

☐Darren Miller 

☐ Haley Young 

☒Jared Shank 

☐Jason Durell 

☒Jason Scragg 

☒Jenn Davis 

☒John Riley 

☒Josh 

Battistone 

☐ Julie Gray 

☐Kathy 

McFarland 

☒Kristin Ronai 

☐Matt Cox 

☐Mark Jones 

☒Mark Scherer 

☐Michael 

Bankey 

☒Michelle Lewis 

☐Nori Jackson 

 

☒Patrick 

Shaughnessy 

☒Pete LuPiba 

☐ Sean Brazel 

☐Shannon Cox 

☐Shari Obrenski 

☒Shatila Smith 

☒Tammy Puff 

☐Terry Johnson 

☐Thomas Rutan 

☐Tim Freeman 

☐Tom Perkins 

☐Vernon Sykes 

Guests: 
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☒Sherry Ems  

☒ Jeanine Lindquist, Zepf Center 

☒ Diane McGuire, Kids Mental Health Foundation 

☐ Whitney Raglin Bignall, Kids Mental Health Foundation 

☐ Danee Pinckney, 2025 Ohio Teach of the Year 

☐ Benard Pinckney, Army Veteran 

 

 

 

Call to Order: 

• Introductions 

o The meeting commenced at 1:05 p.m. Members and guests introduced 

themselves. 

• Welcome 

o Remarks given by host, Dr. Monica Myers. 

o Commissioner Pete LuPiba thanked Sherry Ems for her work with USO and Easter 

Seals on her upcoming retirement and commitment to military families.  

o Farewell 

§ Chip Merkle: Ohio National Guard, Youth Program 

§ Trina Pauley: School Liaison, Wright-Patterson AFB 

§ Sherry Ems: Formerly with USO 

o Welcome new members 

§ Josh Battistone: AIMS Middle School, Columbus City Schools 

§ Andrea Edmonds: School Liaison, Wright-Patterson AFB 

§ Shatila Smith: School Liaison, Wright-Patterson AFB 

§ Mark Sherer and Andrew Seward: Ohio National Guard, Youth Program 

§ Patrick Shaughnessy: Medina County Career Center  

§ Nori Jackson: District Readiness Coordinator, 4th Marine District 
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o 2025 Ohio Teacher of the Year, Danee Pinckney 

§ Danee Pinckney spoke how being a military-connected student impacted 

her approach as a teacher.   

§ Pete LuPiba presented Amry Veteran Benard Pinckney, father of Danee 

Pinckney with a challenge coin in honor of his service.  

• Approval of Agenda: 

o A motion to approve the agenda was put forward by Ashley Twedt and seconded 

by Michelle Lewis. The motion passed.  

• Review of Minutes: 

o A motion to approve the minutes from the August meeting was put forward by 

Michelle Lewis and seconded by Tammy Puff. The motion passed.  

Old Business of Rutan State Council:   

• Ohio Schol Board Association and MIC3 Partnership 

o The MIC3 State Council partnered with the Ohio School Board Associated to 

provide materials for schools boards to honor staff who are serving or are 

veterans.  

• 2024 MIC3 Annual Business Meeting 

o The MIC3 Annual Business Meeting was held in Albuquerque, New Mexico on Oct. 

16-17, 2024. Ohio had a large delegation including Pete LuPiba, Jason Scragg, 

Chad Wyen, Andrea Edmonds, Shatila Smith, Jenn Davis, and Ashley Twedt.  

• Purple Star Schools Summit 

o Due to the success of last year’s summit, planning has started for the 2nd Ohio 

Purple Star Summit. It is planned for June 2025. 

 

Reports of the Rutan State Council:   

• Tammy Puff, Office of the Honorable Mike DeWine 

o On Dec. 13, 2024 Tammy visited three schools in the Amanda-Clearcreek Local 

School District. She observed a program of military-connected students in high 
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school mentoring younger students. This activity can be shared with other Purple 

Star schools.  

• Shatila Smith and Andrea Edmonds, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base   

o The goal of the School Liaison Office (SLO) is to connect the core 4, commanders, 

schools, communities, and families.  

o The Air Force has announced that it will now deploy units in Wings.  

o Area superintendents near Wright-Patterson Air Force Base met with the School 

Liaisons. The group will meet again in March.  

o School Liaisons are working towards improving military student identification, 

supporting the increase in military-connected students with a disability.  

o Tracking the progress of SB 208. This proposed law would increase the ability of 

military families in Ohio to open enroll in a school district of their choice.  

o The School Liaison Office has started a newsletter. 

• Jason Scragg, Ohio Department of Education and Workforce 

o Jason shared military student identification data from the 2023-2024 school year. 

o The application window for the 2025 Purple Star application season closed on Dec. 

15. Awards will be announced in April. 

• Chris Picha, Ohio Department of Veterans Services  

o Ohio leads in recruiting service members back to Ohio. 

o Veteran Hall of Fame nominations open for 2026. 

• Andrew Seward and Mark Scherer, Ohio National Guard Youth Program 

o 2,700 youth and families served at summer events with the support of Ohio 

Military Kids. The 2025 fall/summer schedule will be available soon.  

New Business of Rutan State Council: 

• Month of the Military Child 

o Planning has begun for Spirit Week during the MOMC. Anticipating that Purple Star 

awards will be announced the same week.  

• OhioCares/Kids Mental Health Foundation 
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o Through a grant the foundation is creating mental health content resources 

for/about military-connected youth. The foundation is starting discussions on 

understanding the needs of military-connected students. Council members are 

invited to partner in these meetings.  

• Janet R. Wynn Memorial Award 

o The 2025 application has been released. It will be included in communications like 

the Military-Connected Youth GovDelivery and School Liaison Newsletter.  

o The award is open to all military-connected students. There is work to increase 

participation from the reserves and that Ohio National Guard.  

o The council thanks Dr. Cliff Moore for donating the prize for this award. 

• South Carolina and Ohio Joint Townhall 

o Representatives from Ohio and South Carolina gathered for a joint townhall 

meeting on Dec. 11. During the meeting the two states shared best practices to 

support military-connected students.  

• National Convening 2024 

o The Purple Star USA National Convening of School and Communities was held on 

Oct. 26. It was hosted by Ashland University. Many Ohioans and council members 

presented at the event. Jenn Davis was one of the main organizers.   

• Future Events 

o Wright-Patterson Air Force Base will hold a MOMC event. Communications will 

follow soon. 

o PETS SOC vision is to Improve quality of Life for Veterans, Military, First 
Responders & their families by sharing the love of animals, fostering joy, and 
creating connections & meaningful conversations. By spending time with animals, 
the hope is to increase emotional wellbeing by providing comfort & 
companionship, hope & healing. The organization is in its early stages and is 
currently based in Northwest Ohio. For more information contact Kelly Garza at 
kgarza@zepfcenter.org 

Adjournment  
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A motion to adjourn was motioned by Michelle Lewis and seconded by Chris Picha. The 

council adjourned at 3:28 p.m. 

The council will next meet in March 2025. 

 

  

 

 


