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New Mexico End-of-Year Report 2023-2024

June 27, 2024

TO:  MIC3 National Office
From:  Teresa Ferenczhalmy, New Mexico MIC3 Commissioner

This year was another challenging year for the State Council and the NM Public Education Department to interact.  I had 2 different contacts that were acting as the Military Family Education Liaison which made communication and planning difficult.  

One of the greatest challenges this year has been procuring the payment of our MIC3 annual dues.  The national office staff sent 3 notices to the Public Education Department for payment.  I reached out to multiple individuals asking for our dues to be paid with no responses received.  On June 7th I spoke with a member of the Finance Department who said he would authorize payment of the dues after he had several questions for me.  At this time I resubmitted the dues invoice.  Since that phone call, the dues payment responsibility was passed to Mr. Cherise Imai provided information that he requested at the beginning of June 2024.  I received notice on June 24, 2024 from Mr. Adkins from the PED Finance and Operations Division that he could not pay dues from an invoice but instead he needed a quote.  Cherise Imai sent two emails, I sent 2 emails and made 5 phone calls to try and get clarification on what exactly he is needing to the pay the dues.  As of today, June 27, 2024, there have been zero email responses or phone calls back from Mr. Adkins to give us clarification.

We have just been assigned a new liaison, Mr. Scott Wright.  I am hopeful that we will establish a collaborative relationship to be able to continue Compact work in New Mexico.   We have some great ideas for activities and presentations/programs for 2025 that we are hoping that we will be able to accomplish.

Below please find information regarding the New Mexico MIC3 State Council.

Two points of contact for issues related to the Compact in my state are:
Commissioner:  Teresa Ferenczhalmy
SME:  Beth Mann, SL – Kirtland AFB

The NM State Council meeting was held on June 21, 2024.  Meeting minutes are still being finalized and will be submitted when complete.

State Council members are:  
Teresa Ferenczhalmy, Commissioner			Sally Marquez, NMAA
Beth Mann, SME, SL Kirtland AFB			Renee Russo, Supt, Clovis Public Schools
Col Jason Okumura, AD Mil Rep			Brigadier General Miguel Aguilar
Arsenio Romero, Secretary of Education		Donnie Quintana, NM Dept of Veteran Affairs	
Vacant, Military Family Education Liaison   	                Geoff Tager, Attorney	

Accomplishments:
Month of the Military Child events were held on all 4 military installations throughout the state in April 2023.  Each installation had a copy of the Governor’s Proclamation declaring April as Month of the Military Child.  All MIC3 issues that were brought forward were handled at the local level. Commissioner Ferenczhalmy was a radio show guest to kick-off Month of the Military Child in the Alamogordo, NM area.  She was also part of the radio show a second time with 5 military high school students being interview by Mike Shinabery.


Activities:
Our State Council meeting was held on June 21, 2024.  Council business was conducted to include approving updates to the By-Laws.  
The commissioner and SL from all installations met monthly to discuss issues that each SL was seeing throughout their installation.  We were also briefed throughout the NM Legislative Session by Beth Mann on the legislature affecting military children and it’s status.  The New Mexico team has been working on assisting the Public Education Department on the implementation of a Purple Star Program.  

Commissioner Ferenczhalmy and Beth Mann are working with the MIC3 National Office team to plan/execute the 2024 ABM to be held in October in Albuquerque.

No presentations were given in 2024.
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