
 

2024 Annual Report – State of Ohio MIC3 
The 2023-2024 academic year for the MIC3 Team Ohio EDU-MIL was dedicated to the mission 

of direct continuous support of Ohio’s 30,000 military-connected students. The team is all-

volunteer and is united in promoting the Purple Star School initiative, started in Ohio, to ease 

the transition of Ohio’s PreK-12 military-connected students. To further the mission, the 

Thomas D. Rutan Military Interstate Children’s Compact State Council conducted its three 

state-constituted meetings of business and training on-site at three Purple Star Schools.  

 

The Rutan MIC3 State Council convened in-person and virtually for all meetings, beginning 

with the back-to-school session on 4 August 2023 at Hilliard Davidson High School in Franklin 

County (*Ohio Army and Air National Guard Command Headquarters, Navy Operational 

Support Center, Defense Supply Center Columbus, and 4th Marine Corps District). The Rutan 

MIC3 State Council next met for its fall, session on 12 December 2023 at Bellville Elementary 

School in Richland County (*179th Cyberspace Wing). At this meeting, the Pledge of Allegiance 

was led by the Purple Star Students.  The spring Rutan MIC3 State Council met for its Month of 

the Military Child session on 20 March 2024 at Anthony Wayne Junior High School in Lucas 

County (*180th Fighter Wing). At this meeting, Tammy Puff (Office of the Governor & US 

Army Veteran) presented the “Purple Star Generals” with the Proclamation that Ohio will 

recognize April as the Month of the Military Child.  

 

https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Other-Resources/Military-Resources/Schools/Interstate-Compact-on-Educational-Opportunity-for
https://governor.ohio.gov/priorities/military-members-and-their-families/military-members-and-Their-families
https://governor.ohio.gov/priorities/military-members-and-their-families/military-members-and-Their-families


  The 2024 State of Ohio MIC3 Annual Report 
Ohio MIC3 Commissioner Pete LuPiba 

 
 

2 
 

  

 

 

A multi-tiered system of support begins with Team Ohio’s exceptional counseling and guidance 

mission.  Leading Purple Star School liaisons and educators are adding colleagues across various 

professions to their school building’s team for Ohio’s “MIL Kids” and their families.  Ohio 

Governor Mike DeWine’s initiative, OhioCares, is designed to connect military personnel, 

Veterans, and their families to behavioral health services. Led by the Ohio Department of Mental 

Health and Addiction Services (ODMHAS), this program aims to improve access to timely and 

appropriate community services to military-connected families and to promote awareness about 

behavioral health issues related to the military. 

 

OhioCares brings together the service-member and veteran, their family, and the education, 

health, and workforce professionals needed to care for these hero citizens.  A working sub-

committee of OhioCares gathered over the winter months to formally define military-connected 

youth and it was adopted on Ohio’s Statehood Day on March 1 of 2024: 

 

“Ohio was the first home of the Purple Star (Military) child, family, educator, school, and community.  We 

recognize the ranks of the Armed Forces in Active Duty, Reserve Duty, and National Guard Uniform.  We include 

the status of the veteran’s family, and siblings attached to service in the Armed Forces.  We honor the affiliated 

civilians, contractors, educators to the bases and installations of the Armed Forces.” 

 

https://ohio.gov/residents/resources/ohio-cares
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The Definition continues, “Each and every Ohio community has committed educators, resources, 

stakeholders, veterans, and support for those who serve the United States of America – and those within the 

dedicated mission.  The Military (Purple Star) child is connected to all which comprises a community, culture & 

environment.  This child is challenged, equal, resilient, and like no other…Ohio will support each and every one.” 

 

This collaborative effort is the direct result of Governor DeWine and many Ohio military-

connected students from Purple Star Schools in collaboration with the Task Force. Much 

appreciation to the Rutan MIC3 State Council Members and friends who comprised this Task 

Force; Adreana Tartt (ODMHAS & US Marine Veteran), Tammy Puff (Office of the Governor & 

US Army Veteran), Jenn Davis (Educator for the nation’s first Purple Star Preschool & National 

Convening of Purple Star Communities Coordinator), Cristi Fields (Principal for the largest 

enrolled PreK-12 School in State of Ohio & the Beverly Gardens School was a Member of the 

Inaugural Class of Purple Star Schools), Trina Pauley (US Air Force School Liaison Officer), 

Courtney Tyree (US Army Battalion Education Services Specialist), Wanda Ortiz Thayne 

(Community Services Member), Chris Mackey (Non-profit Services Member), Melissa Walters 

(County Services Member), Chip Merkle (Ohio Army and Air National Guard & Retired 

Educator), Jason Scragg (Ohio Department of Education & US Marine Veteran), and Pete 

LuPiba (State of Ohio MIC3 & US Navy Veteran). 

 

 

 

https://auvideo.mediaspace.kaltura.com/category/Purple+Star+USA/277845323
https://auvideo.mediaspace.kaltura.com/category/Purple+Star+USA/277845323
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In the early spring of 2020, Team Ohio had been hard at work to plan its first ever Purple Star 

Schools Summit to take place that summer; however, the global pandemic put an end to that 

plan. Finally, four years in the making and the Purple Star Schools Summit was held at Big 

Walnut High School in central Ohio on June 20, 2024.  The Summit was attended by 129 Purple 

Star School Liaisons and educators from Lake Erie to the Ohio River.  This PreK-12 day to 

support military-connected students and their families was planned and presided over by Koby 

Donohue of Big Walnut, Amanda Sears of Amherst, Gene Stanford of Connections Academy, 

Trina Pauley of Wright-Patterson, Tammy Puff of the Office of the Governor, Jenn Davis of 

Studebaker Preschool, Chris Picha of Veterans Services, Ashley Twedt of Bellville Elementary, 

Dr. Michelle Lewis of Olentangy Hyatts Middle School, Dr. Monica Myers of Jackson Local 

Schools, and students Ethan Kasler and Sydney Buckler from Jackson High School (Program 

Design and Layout) and led by Co-Coordinators Chair Chip Merkle of Ohio MIC3 and Principal 

Kim Castiglione of Big Walnut’s Prairie Run Elementary School.  

 

 

https://dvs.ohio.gov/jobs-and-education/resources/odvs-school-toolkit
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Team Ohio offered both regional and virtual professional development through Roundtables, 

Town Halls, and Webinars held throughout the academic year.  A virtual Roundtable was held 

on 2 August 2023. The northeastern Ohio Roundtable was held on 8 August 2023 at Massillon 

Washington High School. The southern Ohio Roundtable was held on 10 August 2023 at Mad 

River Local Schools, which included a tour of the United States Air Force Museum. These 

Roundtables provided opportunities for educators and liaisons to meet, network, and learn 

about best practices in servicing military-connected youth. Three webinar sessions focusing on 

military-connected students took place in March 2024. The first on March 6th  dealt with 

student identification, the second on March 13th  centered on student support through the  SLO, 

and the third on March 19th  aimed at becoming a Purple Star School.  

 

 

 

    

https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Other-Resources/Military-Resources/Schools/Purple-Star-Award
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The 2nd National Convening of Purple Star was hosted virtually on National Day of the 

Deployed (26 October 2023) thanks to the direct support of Collegiate Purple Star’s Ashland 

University in northeast Ohio.  The nation’s all volunteer planning committee consisted of six 

Ohioans – Courtney Kessler (Ashland), Jenn Davis (Huber Heights), Ashley Twedt (Clear Fork 

Valley), Trina Pauley (Wright-Patterson), Chad Wyen (Mad River), and Pete LuPiba (Council 

Chair).  16 of the 22 Breakout Sessions were led by Ohio educators and veterans. All of the 

sessions for the Purple Star USA: A National Convening of Schools and Communities can be 

viewed on the Purple Star USA Google Site, which is maintained by Ashley Twedt (Clear Fork 

Valley).  https://sites.google.com/view/nationalpurplestar/home?scrlybrkr=2537c2f3  

https://wrightpattfss.com/school-liaison/
https://sites.google.com/view/nationalpurplestar/home?scrlybrkr=2537c2f3
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Thanks to the wonderful partnership of the Purple Star USA: National Convening of Schools 

and Communities planning committee, Ohio was able to assist in the application process for the 

Pete Taylor Partnership of Excellence Award. The team has shared with the submission 

committee the sacred and shared mission of Purple Star Schools, and how the collaboration of 14 

States is supported by the National Convening.  

 

The Annual Business Meeting of the National MIC3 convened in Richmond, Virginia on 8-9 

November.  The 2023 Ohio Delegation was comprised of Trina Pauley, Ashley Twedt, Michelle 

Lewis, Jenn Davis, Jason Scragg, and Pete LuPiba.  The Tier 2 Session (*Ohio is a Member) was 

led by New York MIC3 State Commissioner Debra Jackson, who appointed Ohio’s Studebaker 

Purple Star School Liaison Jenn Davis as scribe.  Discussion topics included credits, placements, 

and transcripts. 

 

https://www.militarychild.org/programs-and-initiatives/pete-taylor-partnership-of-excellence-awards/
https://www.militarychild.org/programs-and-initiatives/pete-taylor-partnership-of-excellence-awards/
https://mic3.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Tier-Groups_20220216_Updated_FINAL-2.pdf
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The annual MIC3 Janet Wynn Memorial Award (JWMA) honors an Ohio military family or 

school-aged youth that has demonstrated exceptional perseverance, grit and determination. In 

its fourth year, this award honors the memory of WPAFB School Liaison Janet Wynn of 

Oklahoma, Texas and Ohio. The JWMA MIC3 committee members are friends and colleagues of 

Mrs. Wynn: Captain Jason Durell (U.S. Army Reserve), Michelle Lewis (Olentangy Hyatts 

Middle School), Ashley Twedt (Bellville Elementary School), and Chad Wyen (Mad River Local 

Schools). The honoree for the 2023 Janet Wynn Memorial Award was graduating senior Reagan 

Jones from Southeastern High School.   

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1xqAus3Rh4vgaKazhKQYh467DA94Fn5Is%2Fview%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7CPete.Lupiba%40obm.ohio.gov%7Ce91fe0d9247c45d15cae08dc4dbc6237%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C638470718710269603%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eI7x3FRkZgK8OWS9KB%2FdVCC6J2IbXyRBAeuQ%2FuhCvQ4%3D&reserved=0
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April is Month of the Military Child and Ohio celebrated with Military Family Spirit Week 

celebrating National Purple Up for Military Kids on April 15. In the spirit of the month, the 

Department of Education and Workforce proudly announced the Purple Star Class of 2024 

which included 171 schools that earned the Purple Star designation, an award that is valid for 

three years. The Purple Star movement has moved beyond Ohio’s borders to include 44 other 

states! Purple Star Schools shows a significant commitment to serving students and families 

connected to America’s Armed Forces.  97 schools earned their inaugural Purple Star Award and 

74 schools renewed their designation. 

New MIC3 Council Members Shatila Smith of Wright-Patterson Air Force Base and Brooke 

Woods of the Military Veterans Education Program were on boarded by colleagues and Ohio 

MIC3 Council Officers during late autumn of the school year. 

https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Other-Resources/Military-Resources
https://governor.ohio.gov/media/news-and-media/governor-dewine-recognizes-purple-star-schools-for-commitment-to-serving-students-in-military-families
https://governor.ohio.gov/media/news-and-media/governor-dewine-recognizes-purple-star-schools-for-commitment-to-serving-students-in-military-families
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Other-Resources/Military-Resources/Ohio-Educators-with-Military-Connections/Ohio-Military-Veteran-Educators-Program
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Several state-wide professional educators’ associations hosted briefings and training on Ohio’s 

MIC3.  These organizations included the Ohio School Counselor Association, the Buckeye 

Association of School Administrators and the Ohio School Boards Association. 
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The conclusion of Ohio’s first MIC3 Strategic Plan resulted in the logical next step, a new task 

force charged with moving the Council forward. This new group formulated a plan during the 

fall and winter months, which the Council discussed and approved. Much appreciation to the 

authors of this three-year plan including Hayley Young (179th Cyberspace Wing), Matt Cox 

(Big Walnut Middle School), Julie Gray (Kent City District) and the group’s chair, Chad Marzec 

(West Point’s Class of 2006, Liberty-Benton High School). 

 

The Rutan MIC3 State Council members’ leadership extends beyond the classroom to include 

community events that support military-connected youth and families. In honor of back-to-

school in September, Blue Star Families of Dayton and Southwestern Ohio celebrated Welcome 

Week with MIC 3 council members, Pete LuPiba (Council Chair), Trina Pauley (School Liaison 

WPAFB), and Jenn Davis (Huber Heights) in attendance on behalf of the Honorable Mike 

DeWine. In January the Council welcomed the 4th U.S. Marine Corps District Command to 

Columbus.  This move involved the leadership of more than ten states that relocated from 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania to central Ohio. MIC3 members traveled to the suburbs of Dayton to 

attend Vandalia Butler High School’s Memorial Day Program. The Governor’s Wreath-laying 

Ceremony at the Statehouse in Columbus included Purple Star students  from Olentangy 

Liberty Middle School, Bob Dadey from Vandalia Butler High School and MIC3 council 

members.  

  

 

The Ohio MIC3 in partnership with the Ohio Department of Education and Workforce is proud 

to have initiated Ohio’s Military Signing Day. This year the 8th annual event was held at the 

https://www.ong.ohio.gov/ohang/179th/index.html
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Other-Resources/Military-Resources/Schools/Military-Signing-Day
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National Veterans Memorial and Museum in Columbus on 12 March 2024. Ohio’s Military 

Signing Day honors students in grades 11 and 12 who have committed to military service upon 

graduation. Their service includes the service academies, ROTC scholarship, or enlisted in active 

duty, Reserve, or National Guard. Local districts are encouraged to host signing events in their 

districts as well.  

 

  

   

 

Rutan MIC3 Council members collaborated with the Ohio Department of Education and 

Workforce and the Purple Star Advisory Board to create a new professional development course 

entitled Military Children in Ohio’s Schools. It is available to all Ohio educators interested in 

https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Other-Resources/Military-Resources/Schools/Purple-Star-Award/Ohio-Purple-Star-Advisory-Board
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becoming a part of the Purple Star program. This course aims to prepare educators about the 

challenges faced by military-connected youth and introduces educators to the MIC3 Compact. 

 

Members of the Thomas D. Rutan Military Interstate Children’s Compact State Council: 

30,000 Military-connected Students across the Buckeye State 

Pete LuPiba, Council Chair 

Thomas D. “Tom” Rutan, Commissioner Emeritus (51 Years serving in Public Education) 

William J. “Chip” Merkle, Army and Air National Guard & State Co-Chair of Rutan Council 

Ashley Twedt, Chief Administrator of Ohio MIC3 Site & State Vice-Chair of Rutan Council 

Dr. Michelle Lewis, State Historian of Rutan Council, Olentangy Hyatts Middle School 

Jason Scragg, Department of Education and Workforce, Purple Star Schools, & State Secretary 

of Rutan Council 

Director Tammy Puff (U.S. Army Veteran), The Hon. Mike DeWine – Office of the Governor 

Trina Pauley, School Liaison – Wright-Patterson Air Force Base and State of Ohio 

Shatila Smith, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base and State of Ohio 

Lieutenant Colonel Roberson Hill, 88th Mission Support Group U.S. Air Force 

Captain Jason D. Durell, U.S. Army Medical Brigade Command Columbus 

Chris Picha, Department of Veterans Services 

Adreana Tartt (U.S. Marine Veteran), OhioCares and Department of Mental Health 

Kristin Ronai, Ohio High School Athletic Association 

Shari Obrenski, Ohio Federation of Teachers 

Dr. Becky Hornberger, Ohio Association of Elementary School Administrators 

Dr. Tim Freeman, Ohio Association of Secondary School Administrators 

Dr. Tom Perkins, Buckeye Association of School Administrators 

Senator Terry Johnson, Senate 

Senator Vernon Sykes, Senate 

Representative Brian Lampton, House of Representatives 

Minority Leader Allison Russo, House of Representatives 

Darren Miller, Ohio School Counselor Association (Crestview Local) 

Callie Haas, Association of Purple Star Schools (Penta CTC Counselor) 

Dr. Kathy McFarland, Ohio School Boards Association 
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Chad Wyen, Highly Impacted District Superintendent – Mad River Local 

Jenn Davis, Association of Purple Star Schools (Studebaker Preschool Teacher) 

Jared Shank (U.S. Army Veteran), Department of Higher Education 

Courtney Tyree, U.S. Army – Education Supports 

Chad D. Marzec, Association of Purple Star Schools (Liberty-Benton HS Coach) 

Brooke Woods, Department of Education and Workforce – Military Veterans Education 

Matt Cox, Association of Purple Star Schools (Big Walnut MS Teacher, Former Principal) 

 

Contacts for the Thomas D. Rutan Military Interstate Children’s Compact State Council: 

Pete LuPiba, Council Chair 

Pete.LuPiba@obm.ohio.gov 

614-949-8584 

 

Chip Merkle, Council Co-Chair 

william.j.merkle5.ctr@army.mil 

614-296-7694 

 

Ashley Twedt, Council Vice-Chair 

twedta@cfcolts.org  

419-494-9017 

 

Authored and Edited by Rutan MIC3 Council Members Dr. Michelle Lewis, Ashley Twedt, and 

Jenn Davis. 

 

Faithfully and Respectfully Submitted this 30th Day of June 2024. 

 

 

mailto:Pete.LuPiba@obm.ohio.gov
mailto:william.j.merkle5.ctr@army.mil
mailto:twedta@cfcolts.org

