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PENNSYLVANIA STATE COUNCIL MINUTES 
Wednesday, August 20, 2025 

 
PRESENT  
Carrie Anderson   Interim Compact Commissioner 
Sen. Amanda Cappalletti Legislative Representative, Minority Leader of the Senate 

Appointee 
Crawford Gingrich Director of School Safety, School Boards Association 

Appointee 
Rep. Barb Gleim Legislative Representative, Minority Leader of the House 

Appointee 
Amy Lena    Secretary of Education’s Designee 
BG Frank McGovern  Governor’s Executive Branch Appointee 
Dr. Drew Turinski Deputy Garrison Commander, Carlisle Barracks & Military 

Representative 
 
NOT PRESENT 
Sen. Tracy Pennycuick Legislative Representative, President Pro Tempore of the 

Senate Appointee 
Dr. Elizabeth Robison  Superintendent, Pocono Mountains School District 
Rep. Joe Webster Legislative Representative, Speaker of the House Appointee 
 
EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS 
Ms. Lisa Bodle-Lyford  School Liaison, NSA Mechanicsburg-Philadelphia  
Jacqueline Schultz    School Liaison, Carlisle Barracks 
 
GENERAL ATTENDEES 
Kenneth Schmid   Basic Education Associate, Pennsylvania Dept. of Education 
Sabrina Lindsay  Director, Bureau of School Support, Pennsylvania Dept. of 

Education 
Marc Ramson   Legislative Specialist, Pennsylvania Dept. of Education 
Cherise Imai    Executive Director, MIC3 
Lindsey Dablow   Deputy Director, MIC3 
Allie Thomas    Operations Coordinator, MIC3 
 
 
ITEM 1 – CALL TO ORDER 
 
MIC3 Pennsylvania Interim Compact Commissioner Carrie Anderson called the meeting to 
order at 9:00 AM ET.  
 
ITEM 2 – ROLL CALL 
 
MIC3 Deputy Director Lindsey Dablow conducted the roll call. A quorum was established.  
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ITEM 3 – WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 
Interim Commissioner Anderson welcomed the State Council members. The Members 
introduced themselves.  
 
ITEM 4 – APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 
Representative Barbara Gleim motioned to approve the agenda. Brigadier General (BG) 
Frank McGovern seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
 
ITEM 5 – APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM APRIL 4, 2024 
 
BG McGovern motioned to approve the minutes as presented. The motion was 
seconded by Mr. Crawford Gingrich. The motion carried.  
 
ITEM 6 – PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION (PDE) UPDATES 
 
Purple Star School Designees 2025 – Interim Commissioner Anderson reported nine schools 
were approved for Purple Star School designation in 2025. The designation was valid from 
January 2025 through December 2027.   
 
Cases – Interim Commissioner Anderson reported that Pennsylvania had five cases in fiscal 
year (FY) 2025; two were received from parents and three were from military liaisons. Most of 
the cases involved school registration requirements, with one involving Kindergarten entrance, 
and another involving grade point average (GPA) transfer and class rank policies.  
 
Bills – Interim Commissioner Anderson noted that two bills had passed since the State 
Council last met. Senate Bill (SB) 209 amended the Public School Code of 1949 to provide 
support for National Guard and Reserve parents and students. House Bill (HB) 865 amended 
Title 51 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes to define eligibility for grant payments of the 
Military Family Education Program and Educational Assistance Program.  
 
Vacancies – Interim Commissioner Anderson announced that all State Council positions had 
been filled, and the Pennsylvania Department of Education was awaiting confirmation from the 
Governor’s Office to transfer the Compact Commissioner position to Mr. Kenneth Schmid.   
 
ITEM 7 – TRAINING: INTERSTATE COMPACT ON EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY FOR 
MILITARY CHILDREN  
 
Ms. Dablow provided a brief presentation on how the Compact assists military families with 
educational transitions and explained the roles and responsibilities of the Compact 
Commissioner and State Council Members.  
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ITEM 8 – MILITARY REPRESENTATIVE AND SCHOOL LIAISON REPORT 
 
Dr. Drew Turinski, Deputy Garrison Commander at Carlisle Barracks, reported that the new 
Army War College students had arrived, bringing in 364 students and families. Seventy-eight 
percent of the students were International Fellows.  
 
Ms. Jacqueline Schultz, School Liaison for Carlisle Barracks, reported that three of the nine 
Purple Star Schools were from her region. She shared that the school districts paid for virtual 
educational platforms for transient students and homeschoolers, and noted that most of the 
issues she resolved involved course placement and credit transfers. One compromise for 
incoming high school seniors who were not awarded a class rank was a letter that could be 
provided for scholarship and college application purposes.  
 
Ms. Lisa Bodle-Lyford, School Liaison for Naval Support Activity Mechanicsburg-Philadelphia, 
shared a recent case from Pittsburgh involving a student who did not meet the school 
prerequisites for entering band. The family and school were unable to reach a solution, and the 
student chose to attend virtual schooling instead. Ms. Bodle-Lyford stated she was continuing 
to discuss MIC3 issues with school districts and boards and that she was ensuring schools 
followed the new advanced enrollment legislation for military families.  
 
Representative Gleim stated that members of the War College presented a question on the 
definition of disadvantage towards military-connected students. She noted that HB 1069 
described what it means to disadvantage a military-connected student and compared it to the 
case regarding class rank and GPA transcriptions of incoming seniors. Ms. Bodle-Lyford 
responded that, based on research from various school districts in Pennsylvania, DODEA, and 
other states regarding grade transcription policies and GPA calculation, it seems to be a 
Pennsylvania issue, as policies vary across the state.  
 
MIC3 Executive Director (ED) Cherise Imai noted that the Compact did not address GPA 
transcriptions or class rank issues and relied upon the individual states due to the varied 
policies set by the school districts. The Commission’s Tier Groups discussed the case on class 
rank and GPA transcription and concluded that the issue was unique to Pennsylvania.   
 
ITEM 9 – NEW BUSINESS 
 
Consideration of Additional Council Members – Interim Commissioner Anderson advised 
the Members to forward any recommendations of additional State Council members to the 
entire Council for discussion at the next meeting.  
 
Frequency of Upcoming Meetings – Interim Commissioner Anderson reported that the 
current meeting would account for FY2025 and that a second meeting would be scheduled for 
FY2026. She proposed to hold the second meeting in the spring of 2026 to follow the Annual 
Business Meeting (ABM).  
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Outreach and Education on the Compact – Ms. Dablow provided an overview of the 
Compact resources available on the website MIC3.net, including Compact 101 and 201 
Training sessions, printed items that could be ordered, and materials translated into Spanish.  
 
Increased Dues – Interim Commissioner Anderson announced the FY2026 membership dues 
invoice of $4,802.00 was sent on July 1, 2025. The Commission would vote on a proposed 
dues increase at the 2025 ABM to bring the dues formula from $1.15 per student to $1.78 in 
FY2027, with a 4% annual increase thereafter. The proposed dues amount for Pennsylvania, 
following the increase, would be $7,433.00 in FY2027.  
 
Citation Correction – Ms. Dablow reported that Pennsylvania’s Compact statute language 
needed to be corrected and noted that legislation proposed to correct the abnormalities did not 
pass in the last legislative session. ED Imai explained the correction that was required in 
Article II and Article III of the statute to replace the word “Section” with “Chapter.” 
Representative Gleim stated HB 1069 could be amended to include the abnormality changes. 
Interim Commissioner Anderson and the legislative members will work with the MIC3 staff to 
determine next steps. 
 
ITEM 10 – OTHER BUSINESS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
No further business or announcements were introduced.  
 
ITEM 11 – ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further items to discuss, Interim Commissioner Anderson called for adjournment. BG 
McGovern motioned to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Representative Gleim. The 
motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 10:00 AM ET. 
 


