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Gov. Cox issues declaration in recognition of Month of the Military Child 
 
 

Salt Lake City, UT (April 7, 2021) – April is designated as the Month of the Military Child, which 
highlights the important role military children play in the armed forces community. Governor 
Spencer J. Cox issued a declaration honoring military families and their children for the daily 
sacrifices they make and the challenges they overcome. 
 
“The children of our service members continue to make significant contributions to schools, 
communities, the nation, and our State,” the declaration reads.  
 
“By honoring the Month of the Military Child and wearing purple in support of military students, 
Utah reaffirms its commitment to ensuring excellence in schools, childcare, and youth services to 
military children.” 
 
The Month of the Military Child was established by the Department of Defense in 1986. Since 
then, April has been a time to build awareness for resiliency and unique challenges of military-
connected children. 
 
Today, Utah is home to more than 13,000 children whose parents serve in the military and are 
stationed in the state.  
 
As part of the Month of the Military Child, Utahns are encouraged to wear purple throughout 
April as a visible way to show support and thank military children for their strength and sacrifices. 
Purple indicates that all branches of the military are supported, combining the colors of each 
branch as a single color.  In particular, the Department of Defense recognizes April 15, 2021, as 
Purple Up! For Military Kids.  
 
The declaration reads: 
 

WHEREAS, April is the Month of the Military Child, a special month to recognize and pay 
tribute to military families and their children for the daily sacrifices made, and for their 
commitment, courage, and unconditional support of our Armed Forces; and 

WHEREAS, the State of Utah is proud to be home to more than 13,000 children whose 
parents serve in the military and are stationed in Utah; and 

WHEREAS, Utah is an active participant in the Interstate Compact on Educational 
Opportunity for Military Children, which facilitates successful transitions for military 
children who face relocation between states; and 



	
	
	
	
	
	

	

WHEREAS, the children of our service members continue to make significant contributions 
to schools, communities, the nation, and our State, despite prolonged and repeated 
absences of one or both parents; and 

WHEREAS, the average military student faces transition challenges more than twice 
during high school, and most military children will attend six to nine different school 
systems throughout their lives from kindergarten to 12th grade; and 

WHEREAS, in partnership with the Utah State Board of Education, Utah’s public schools 
remain committed to the care and education of the children of the men and women of 
our armed forces; and 

WHEREAS, the Utah State Board of Education and the State Council on Military Children 
launched the Purple Star Schools program to recognize Utah schools for their excellence 
in supporting military connected children and their families; and 

WHEREAS, by partnering with school liaison officers, military leaders, educators, and 
community organizations, the Utah State Board of Education, Utah Department of 
Workforce Services, and Utah Department of Veterans and Military affairs provide the 
unique support needed for military service members and their families during all stages of 
transition and deployment; and 

WHEREAS, in 1986 U.S. Secretary of Defense Caspar Weinberger first designated the 
month of April as the Month of the Military Child in acknowledgement of the significant 
role of military youth in our communities; and 

WHEREAS, by honoring the Month of the Military Child and wearing purple in support of 
military students, Utah reaffirms its commitment to ensuring excellence in schools, 
childcare, and youth services to military children who face unique challenges that other 
children their age may never experience; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Spencer J. Cox, do hereby recognize April 2021as MONTH OF THE 
MILITARY CHILD in the STATE OF UTAH. 

 
To download the .pdf version of Gov. Cox’s proclamation, please visit veterans.utah.gov.  
 

### 
About the Utah Department of Veterans & Military Affairs  

 
The Utah Department of Veterans & Military Affairs (UDVMA) serves veterans and their families by 
opening doors to benefits, education opportunities and jobs, while also advocating for Utah’s 
military bases and service members. The UDVMA offers a variety of services to assist veterans in 



	
	
	
	
	
	

	

obtaining the benefits they may be eligible for and provides counseling and assistance to 
veterans and their dependents. 
 
To learn more about the Utah Department of Veterans & Military Affairs visit veterans.utah.gov.  
Twitter: @Utah_DVMA 
Facebook: @UDVMA 
Instagram: @Utah_Veterans 
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/udvma/ 
 
 
 
 


