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Deanna M. McLaughlin is a dedicated public servant and advocate for military families, with deep
roots in Clarksville, Tennessee. In November 2011, then-Governor Bill Haslam appointed her as the
Tennessee Commissioner to the Military Interstate Children’s Compact Commission (MIC3), a
position she has held as the state's sole commissioner since its inception. She is also a huge advocate
for Tennessee’s Purple Star School Award Program.

Originally from the Pacific Northwest, McLaughlin moved to Fort Bragg, North Carolina, in 1992 after
marrying David P. McLaughlin. Following his reassignment to the 101st Airborne Division, she became
a fixture at Fort Campbell in October 1993. Her commitment to the military community includes
serving five years as a Family Readiness Group Leader through two Operation Iraqi Freedom
deployments, a CARE Team Member, a Citizens for Fort Campbell Member, a Welcome Home
Ceremony Organizer, and a Ride Captain for the Patriot Guard Riders.

In 2006, McLaughlin made history by becoming the first active-duty military spouse elected to the
Clarksville City Council. She served three consecutive four-year terms, ending in 2018. Following a
brief hiatus, she successfully returned to the council in 2022, winning a vacated seat as a write-in
candidate with 66% of the vote.

Current Civic and Committee Involvement

On the City Council, McLaughlin currently chairs the Finance Committee, the Gas & Water
Committee, and the Restoring Clarksville Initiative Task Force. Her other council roles include
serving on the Designations, Legislative, and Neighborhood and Community Services Committees.

Beyond the council, she serves as a Customs House Museum Board Member and a member of the
Daughters of the American Revolution (Captain William Edmiston Chapter). She is also a Girl Scout
Mentor and actively organizes community events such as Patriots Park Flags for the Fallen and
Wreaths Across America.

Awards and Recognition

Mrs. McLaughlin's decades of service have earned her numerous accolades, including the
Department of the Army Award for Patriotic Civilian Service and the Commander’s Award for
Civilian Service. Other honors include the Alzheimer’s Association Champion award, the Kentucky
Colonel Designation, and two separate City of Clarksville Key to the City honors (2010 and 2018).

Deanna and her husband, 1SG Retired David P. McLaughlin, reside in Clarksville. They are the proud
parents of an adult daughter, Kaitlan, and two Golden Retrievers, Vader and Saber.
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