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First Name: Daniel
Last Name: Dunham
I am the Compact
Commissioner
for:

Virginia

The membership
of the state's
MIC3 council
consists of the
following::

Emily Anne Gullickson, Compact Commissioner, Council Chairman, Virginia
Superintendent of Public Instruction

Senator Mamie E. Locke, Hampton, 2nct District, Virginia Senator 2nd District, Senate
Representative

Delegate Jackie Glass, House of Delegates Representative, Delegate 89th District

Dr. Victor Shandor, Superintendent, York County Public Schools

Rear Admiral Carl A. Lahti, USN, Commander, Navy Region Mid-Atlantic, (Military
Installation Representative Member)

Mrs. Shawnee Edwards-Zollar, (Citizen Member appointed by the Governor)

Mrs. Tian Olson, Military Spouse, Attorney, Education Advocate, Parent of a
(Military Child Member)

Mrs. Michelle Norman, Executive Director and Founder, Partners in PROMISE,
(Military Student Support Process Action Team Military
Spouse Member)

Mr. Raul Vargas, President, VARCom Solutions; Founder, CEO, and
Chairman, American Latino Veterans Association, (Citizen
Member appointed by the Governor)

Two points of
contact for issues
related to the
Compact in my
state are::

Mr. Daniel Dunham, Virginia Department of education Military Student and Families Specialist
Email: dan.dunham @doe.virginia.gov phone: 804-923-0958

Ms. Sam Hollins, Deputy Superintendent, Department of Specialized Education and Specialized
Populations
Email: Samantha.Hollins@doe.virginia.gov phone: 804-750-8738

Provide the State
Council meeting
date(s) and
documentation:

The Council held two public meetings in 2024. The first meeting was held on April 17, 2024, in
person at Old City Hall, in Richmond, Virginia. The meeting was only attended by council
members and VDOE stad. Council meetings are streamed live on the Department's YouTube
channel and recorded for archival purposes. The April meeting agenda covered several issues
related to the education of children of military families in the Commonwealth. Additional details
about the meeting are included below.

• April 17, 2024, Virginia Council Meeting,
Richmond, Virginia
During the April 17, 2024, meeting the Council was provided an overview of the business 
conducted at the 2023 annual business meeting (ABM) of the Military Interstate 
Children's Compact Commission (MIC3) that was held in Richmond, Virginia on 
November 18th and 19th, 2023. During this meeting, Mr. Dunham shared with Council 
that

there was an overwhelming appreciation for Virginia's hosting of this ABM followed by
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Virginia's Applied Studies Diploma: Council member Norman voiced concern
over the use of the term "Diploma" that is attached to this document. She shared
that it does not reflect the true nature of what is being received, as this document
only reflects a completion of a strand of study and does not hold the same weight
as a diploma. Dr. Coons shared with the Council that there is currently a major
revision underway on accountability, accreditation, and operations in State Board
processes. She further shared that the applied studies diploma is in statutory code
and so, making changes outside of statutory code does have limitations. Dr. Coons
communicated that in March, the Board voted to approve work on the "School
Performance and Support Framework" and further explained each of these
components. She stated that she would be happy to express the concerns shared
with the Board during their next meeting and that VDOE would work to improve
transparency regarding the varied diploma types and implications of each towards
meeting post-secondary goals.

o Discussion on the recording of student absences related to a military service member parent's pre-
and or post-deployment: Council Member Dr. Brown began the discussion on what is required under
ESSA around chronic absenteeism and asked if there was any avenue to investigate modifying or
adapting reporting requirements on military-connected students' absences related to those which
occurred under Article 5 of the Compact. He expressed concern that these absences may result in a
"false positive" for a school division like York County whose military student population is 32% of the
overall student population. The discussion concluded with Dr. Coons and Mr. Dunham voicing
commitment to share the concerns expressed by the Council with the U.S. Department of Education
and MIC3 in the hopes that this leads to changes in the reporting of student absences, especially
those when the student is able to make up for the lost time.

o Mr. Dunham provided an update on related work to provide technical expertise and support
military-connected students and the military community at large. This included the following topics:
• 2024 Military Signing Day Update.
• Student Ambassador Training 2"d Year Pilot.
• Georgetown University ECHO for Military Student Mental Health.
• Governor's Challenge: New Youth and Family Workgroup.
• Update on General Assembly Bills of Importance to PreK-12
Military-Connected Students.
• October 21, 2024, Virginia Council Meeting,
Richmond, Virginia

During the October 21, 2024, meeting, the Council was provided an overview of the business 
conducted at the 2024 annual business meeting of MIC3 held in Albuquerque, New Mexico, on 
October 15th and 16th, 2024. Of particular importance to the Council was information of a possible 
dues increase for all states that will be voted on by Commissioners during next year's 2025 annual 
business meeting. If approved, Virginia's dues per student would increase from $1.15 per military-
connected student to $1. 78 per military-connected student. This rate increase would begin with 
fiscal year 2027 and continue to climb by 4% per year until FY 2034 ending in a rate of $2.34 per 
military connected student. The Council was also informed of Mr. Dunham's opportunity to highlight 
Virginia's Council as a best practice and that a case involving a high school senior moving from 
Florida to Virginia was used as a discussion exemplar during one of the tiered group breakouts. The 
Council voted to approve Mr. Dunham's moving forward to seek an amendment to Compact rule Sec. 
4.103, Transfers During Senior Year. This amendment would require that the receiving and sending 
states each consider the diploma type the student would have earned in the sending state prior to the 
move. The Council voted to approve 190 schools for the 2024-2025 Purple Star designation awards. 
This was the first year where 228 schools have received the award more than once, 41 of which have 
received the award three times.

Coons, Former Virginia Superintendent of Public Instruction. Additional items discussed
by Council during the April 17, 2024, meeting included numerous items of interest to the
Council and on the work of Mr. Daniel Dunham, the Virginia Department of Education's
(VDOE) Military Student and Families Specialist. These included:
o Discussion of the concern over the use of the term "diploma" in the titling of

Veterans Adairs, Mrs. Aimee Guidera, Virginia Secretary of Education, and Dr. Lisa
a warm welcome provided by Mr. Craig Crenshaw, Virginia Secretary of Defense and
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Mr. Dunham provided an update on related work to provide technical expertise and support to
military-connected students and the military community at large. This included the following topics:
o Introductions of Virginia's Newest Military School Liaison Odicers;
o New Canvas Course for Supporting Military-Connected Students and their
Families;
o Update on Peer-to-Peer training held for Fairfax County Public School and Arlington County Public
Schools; and
o National Purple Star Convening: October 24, 2024.

The next meeting of the Council will take place early Fall of 2025.
Cases and
Inquiries:

Date: First engagement October 2023 concluded May 2024
Case involved Pennsylvania and Virginia
Provision of the Compact applied: Article VII. Graduation. A. Waiver requirements.
Summary of Case: The case involved a military connected senior whose father received orders to
report to Virginia in the Fall of 2023 from Pennsylvania. The two counselors, one in PA the other in VA
determined that the student would not be eligible to satisfy the Virginia diploma requirements and
graduate on time but upon successfully passing all the classes required by Upper Darby HS, satisfy
graduation requirements in PA and graduate on-time. State Commissioners held meetings between
State Departments of Education, LEA Administrators and the School Counselors to facilitate the
student graduating in May 2024 from Upper Darby, Hs. In Pennsylvania.

Date: Date: August 2024
Case involved Florida and Virginia
Provision of the Compact applied: Article VII. Graduation. C. Transfers during senior year.
Summary of Case:
The case involved a military connected senior whose father received orders to report to Virginia late
summer 2024. The Senior transferred from St. John County Public Schools (STJCPS), Florida. Florida’s
Department of Education (FLDOE) and the LEA, STJCP refused to entertain the student's, and parent's
request to graduate with a Florida diploma with scholar distinction, citing that the student had time to
take the two additional courses of rigor Virginia required. These courses were beyond those required
for a similar diploma, in statue, given in Florida that the student would not have had to take if his
family did not PCS. These courses were Chemistry and Spanish 3. Virginia was sensitive to the
specific challenge being placed on the student. Given the student last took Spanish 2 in the ninth-
grade. The Florida Commissioner, FLDOE and STJCPS correctly stated that Article VII. Graduation. C.
Transfers during senior year, did not apply given that Tripp could graduate on time in with a Virginia
Standard diploma even thought that diploma type would not properly acknowledge Tripp’s previous
scholarship in courses of rigor. While Virginia acknowledges that the Compact was being applied
correctly, it did not agree with the final decision, citing it did not seem equitable to the student.

Training and
Education:

February 6, 7, 2024 Fairfax County Public Schools SIA. SSA / Registrar MOY Conference: Presented on
the Compact and Virgina Codes
March 20, 2024 Virginia School Laision Odicer Meeting: Discussed Compact issues, took field pulse
and provided GA legislative update.
May 6-7, 2024 Army SLO Training, Florida: Provided insights on application and communication on
Compact and other military connected student matters
June, 8, 2024 Home Educators Association of Virginia; meet with parents in attendance and provided
overview of my role at the State Compact Commissioner designee and VDOE Military Student and
Families Specialist
Dec 11, 2024 PWCPS Registrar Meeting Presented on the Compact

Distribution of
Compact-related
Information:

April 20, 2024 Portsmouth Public Schools Special Education Advisory Committe Community
Resource Fair: Shared resources on Compact
June 2024 Virginia Safe and Supportive School Conference: Shared Resources on Compact
August 10, 2024 FCPS Military Parents Fair provided resources to military parents in attendance on
the Compact.

State-level Briefs,
Communications,
and
Presentations:

October 2024 Council member Michelle Norman, represented the Council at the Defense
Communities Conference held in San Antoinio She spoke on the importance of the Compact and on
military spouses serving on State level committees and councils.

Compact-related Vote to approve SY 2024-2025 Purple Star School designations.
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Actions : Council was in favor of the Commissioner drafting for Council's consideration request to the MIC3
Rules Commitee seeking an amendment to Sec. 4.103.




