MILITARY INTERSTATE
CHILDREN'S COMPACT
COMMISSION

VERMONT MIC3 STATE COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday, March 12, 2026
9:00 AM -10:00 AMET

PRESENT Lisa Helme MIC3 Vermont Commissioner
Miriam Boyle Vermont National Guard
Rep. Michael Morgan Vermont House Representative
Jay Nichols Vermont Principals’ Association
Rachel Putney Vermont School Counselor Association
Rene Sanchez Rutland Northeast Supervisory Union
EXCUSED CDR Zachary Henry Portsmouth Naval Shipyard
GUESTS Marcella Atwood Navy Region Mid-Atlantic, Regional School Liaison
Lindsey Dablow MIC3 Interim Executive Director
Trevin Stevens MIC3 Communications Associate
Allie Thomas MIC3 Operations Coordinator

ITEM 1 - CALL TO ORDER

1. MIC3 Vermont Commissioner and Council Chair Lisa Helme called the meeting to order at 9:01
AM ET.

ITEM 2 - WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

2. The council members and attendees introduced themselves. Regional School Liaison Marcella
Atwood attended the meeting on behalf of Portsmouth Naval Shipyard School Liaison Kristen Ferullo.

ITEM 3 - THROUGH OUR EYES VIDEO

3. Commissioner Helme introduced the Through Our Eyes: Bloom Teens Talk Compact Provisions
with Their Parents webinar and played a video clip for the members. The webinar featured seven
Bloom and National Military Family Association families reflecting on moments when familiarity with the
Compact could have made a meaningful difference in their children's educational journeys, and the
best way to receive information about the Compact.

4. Commissioner Helme reported that a website was being developed by the Vermont Agency of
Education to share military-relevant education-related resources, including MIC3 resources and
information for the state. The members discussed the best ways to spread awareness of the Compact
and how to advocate for military children.

ITEM 4 — MIC3 NATIONAL UPDATES

5. Interim Executive Director Lindsey Dablow provided a report on the National Office, which
included information regarding the 2025 Annual Business Meeting (ABM), a superintendent’s letter for
state distribution, the Commission’s monthly newsletter, and resources that stakeholders could utilize to
educate partners within their state on the Compact and Commission, such as the 2025 Annual Report,
Month of the Military Child (MOMC) Toolkit, and webinars.

ITEM 5 - VERMONT ARMY NATIONAL GUARD DEPLOYMENT UPDATE
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6. Ms. Miriam Boyle from the Vermont Army National Guard provided an update on the
deployments that were expected to occur in the upcoming months. A Yellow Ribbon event would be
held on April 10, 2026, to provide pre-deployment resources and community support.

ITEM 6 —- MONTH OF THE MILITARY CHILD

7. Commissioner Helme encouraged the members to share their MOMC initiatives for April.
Representative Michael Morgan noted that he was working on a resolution that would be read on the
Vermont House of Representatives floor on April 21, 2026. Military children would attend and be
recognized at the signing event. Ms. Boyle shared that the Army National Guard had a strong social
media presence, with many MOMC posts and activities planned throughout the month, along with email
blasts for the National Guard’s In The Know program.

ITEM 7 — NEXT STEPS

8. Commissioner Helme noted that a meeting would be held in the fall prior to the 2026 ABM. The
date and time were to be determined.

ITEM 8 - ADJOURNMENT

9. With no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 9:58 AM ET.
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