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Mission and Vision

Our Mission
MCEC® supports all military‐connected children by educating, advocating, and  
collaborating to resolve education challenges associated with the military lifestyle.

Our Vision
Every military‐connected child is college‐ work‐, and life‐ready.

Serving the children of those who serve us all!



Where Military‐Connected Children Live

Serving the children of those who serve us all!

Top 15 states with highest military‐connected children/student population

• Virginia (1) • Georgia (6) • Maryland (11/10)

• California (2) • Washington (7) • South Carolina (12)

• Texas (3) • Hawaii (8) • Kansas (13)

• North Carolina (4) • Colorado (9) • New York (14)

• Florida (5) • Kentucky (10/11) • Oklahoma (15)

Data obtained from U.S. Department of Defense 2019 Demographics Report, Profile of the Military Community



Where Military‐Connected Children Go To School

Serving the children of those who serve us all!

Public

Private or Parochial

Dept. of Defense

Homeschool 76% ‐ 80%

10%
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Service Members & Military Family Concerns

Serving the children of those who serve us all!

Amount of time away from family 50%

Military Family Stability 44%

Military Career Control 41%  

Military Pay 33%

Dependents’ Education 33%

Military Spouse Employment 48%

Amount of time away from family 45%

Dependents’ Education 44%

Military Family Stability 42%

Military Career Control 34%

U.S. Military ServiceMembers U.S. Military Spouses

Data obtained from Blue Star Families 2019 Military Family Lifestyle Survey



Top Academic Concerns by Participant Role

Serving the children of those who serve us all!

Data obtained from MCEC® Military Kids NOW Survey 2020



Serving the children of those who serve us all!

Top Social‐Emotional Concerns by Participant Role

Data obtained from MCEC® Military Kids NOW Survey 2020



Branch and Component of Service

Serving the children of those who serve us all!

NOTE: At the time the MCEC 2020 Survey was conducted, Space Force was newly established;  
expect more data in subsequent surveys.
Data obtained from MCEC® Military Kids NOW Survey2020

National Guard children carry the Military Student Identifier!



• Adopted and signed into law (28 states)
Alabama, Alaska, Arkansas, California, Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Illinois,
Indiana, Kentucky, Maine, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada,  
New Hampshire, New Mexico, North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, South Carolina,  
Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Virginia, West Virginia

• Legislation introduced (8 states)
Colorado, Delaware, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, New York,
South Dakota, Vermont

• Complementary to states’ duties/obligations under the Compact:
• Best‐practice framework
• Measurable
• Sustainable; room for growth and continuous improvement

• MCEC Purple Star School Readiness Services:
• Comprehensive & tailorable statewide

Serving the children of those who serve us all!

Strategic Initiatives Helping Our Military Families
Purple Star School Designation Program (MCEC is National Advocate)



MCEC SchoolQuest ™

• First‐of‐its‐kind, groundbreaking, free, interactive tool specially designed to support
military families and students.

• Provides the critical information needed to ensure a smoother academic transition
between schools.

• Enables parents to develop a highly individualized academic profile for each student  
with checklists.

• Includes military‐specific scholarship information.

• Sign up at no cost: SchoolQuest.org. Request a personalized demonstration for your  
group at SchoolQuest@MilitaryChild.org or call 254.953.1923 ext. 1105.

Serving the children of those who serve us all!

Strategic Initiatives Helping Our Military Families



Signature Programs & Services
Student Achievement
• Student2Student ® program is active in U.S. and DoDEA schools
• Frances Hesselbein Student Leadership Program ™ at U.S. Air Force Academy (spring)

and U.S. Military Academy at West Point (fall).
• For more information: Student2Student@MilitaryChild.org.

Parent Support
• Current list of topics offered: MilitaryChild.org/programs/parent‐to‐parent

(Parent Workshop List with Descriptions dropdown)
• Weekly parent webinars. View list at MilitaryChild.org/webinars.

Professional Services
• Register for MCEC‐led courses and coordinate training opportunities by contacting

PD@MilitaryChild.org or 254.953.1923, ext. 1139.

Military Student Consultant (MSC) Service Center
• Concierge‐type service to military families, educators, and other stakeholders.

MilitaryChild.org/MSC, MSC@MilitaryChild.org, or 254.953.1923, ext. 1146.

Serving the children of those who serve us all!



Resources and Additional Information

• Learn more about MCEC’s National Advocacy for Purple Star Schools (PSSD) at MilitaryChild.org/purplestarschools

• Statewide support in preparing districts and campuses, as well as helping states craft and administer the program

• Study of PSSD Program Report (MCEC|CPRL) at https://www.militarychild.org/upload/files/ 
purple%20star/MCEC_Purple_Star_Report_Final_20.04.pdf

• Register for and share the MCEC SchoolQuest ™ Transition Tool at SchoolQuest.MilitaryChild.org

• Utilize MCEC Military Student Consultant (MSC) Service Center for concierge‐type service to military families,  
educators, and other stakeholders at MilitaryChild.org/MSC, MSC@MilitaryChild.org, or 254.953.1923, ext. 1146

• COVID‐19 Military Support Initiative (CMSI) K‐12 Key Takeaways downloadable PDF:
MilitaryChild.org/upload/files/K12_Key_Takeaways_Final_MCEC_BSF.pdf

• Navigating Change COVID Supportive Resources at MilitaryChild.org/navigatingchange

• Helpful Resources through the Afghanistan Transition at https://www.militarychild.org/afghanistantransitionresources

• Me: Call, text or email anytime – Tim Farrell | tim.farrell@militarychild.org | mobile (best contact) 210.237.8591


